
ITEM NO. E-2 

STATE OF HAWAII 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 
 

December 15, 2009 
 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
FROM: Darrell Yagodich, Planning Program Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Aina Mauna Legacy Program 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
 
That the Hawaiian Homes Commission, (HHC) approve the Department 
of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) Aina Mauna Legacy Program (Exhibit 
A) subject to, the approval of DHHL's two year and six year 
program budgets and five year periodic program reviews 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Background 
 
The Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920 as amended, (HHCA) 
created a trust responsibility that requires the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands, (DHHL) to make its trust assets productive, 
that is, to preserve portions of its lands to conserve the 
native forest, natural habitats, unique cultural resources and 
enable native Hawaiians to return to these lands to preserve 
their cultural values and traditions, for future generations of 
native Hawaiians as envisioned by Prince Kuhio. 
 
DHHL is looking at its responsibility as a land manager not just 
to provide homes for its beneficiaries, but also to provide for 
the management and protection of HHCA trust lands under the 
concept of a self-sustaining legacy program to support both 
cultural and resource management activities and create 
homesteading opportunities for the future.  
 
The Humu'ula Pi'ihonua Region on the island of Hawaii is a 
sensitive area and various Humu'ula plans have been considered 
by HHC for the development of the region in the past. 
 
The purpose of Aina Mauna Legacy Program is to restore and 
preserve the trust resources that exist in the region that have 
been identified in the various development plans.  These include 
but are not limited to the Native Hawaiian Koa forest, sensitive 
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environmental resources, and other cultural and historic 
resources.  The HHC must ensure that a long term management 
strategy can be implemented that will sustain the revitalization 
of the region and provide benefits to existing and future 
beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Home Lands Trust. 
 
The Humu`ula/Pi`ihonua area is composed of approximately 56,200-
acres of Hawaiian Home Lands, (HHL) located on the northeast 
slopes of Mauna Kea.  The Humu`ula/Pi`ihonua lands are the 
largest contiguous parcel under the jurisdiction of the HHC.   
 
The lands of Humu`ula and Pi`ihonua represent the most important 
native forest areas remaining in the HHL trust.  These lands 
provide a glimpse into the natural environment and native 
forests which are disappearing throughout the state.  The area 
serves as valuable habitat to many native and endemic species.  
The area’s proximity to Mauna Kea also makes it a valuable 
cultural resource.   
 
DHHL believes that the Humu`ula/Pi`ihonua lands have the 
potential for serving as a sustainable native forest and land 
unit by simultaneously providing environmental, economic, 
cultural and social benefits to the trust and its beneficiaries, 
in perpetuity by linking native Hawaiian cultural knowledge and 
modern science. 
 
By adopting a sustainable program management strategy as 
contained in the Aina Mauna Legacy Program, the lands can be 
conserved and restored while also providing an economic resource 
for DHHL and its beneficiaries. The time commitment for the 
Legacy Program and restoration of the land is long term, 
essentially for the next 100-years and beyond. 
 
To maintain economic sustainability of the Aina Mauna Legacy 
Program will require that revenues generated from the management 
of the Humu`ula/Pi`ihonua lands be reinvested to support 
management and development activities for the entire term of the 
Program. 
 
Aina Mauna Legacy Program 
 
The Aina Mauna Legacy Program plan considered all previous 
Humu'ula Plans in formulating a single plan of action known as 
the Aina Mauna Legacy Program. 
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 The Program will address the following priority issues: 
 
 1.  Restoration and enhancement of DHHL trust property 
 2.  Provide opportunities for DHHL beneficiaries 
 3.  Preserve natural and cultural resources 
 4.  Reforestation and restoration of the ecosystem 
 5.  Removal of invasive species - gorse, etc. 
 6.  Develop revenue and reinvest to sustain activities 
 7.  Provide educational opportunities 
 8.  Identify and secure partners 
 9. Identify alternative/renewable energy projects 
 10. Model for others to engage in ecosystem restoration in 
  a culturally sensitive manner based on partnerships to 
  develop a self-sustaining business model.  
 
The Aina Mauna Legacy Program is a “living document” that is 
intended to be flexible and is subject to change, as times and 
needs change.  Therefore, the program should be re-examined by 
the HHC/DHHL on a periodic basis (possibly every 5-years) to 
ensure that it addresses DHHL’s needs in the future.   
 
The Aina Mauna Legacy Program Plan has been reviewed and 
discussed with the Beneficiary and General community members 
through public meetings and has been available on DHHL's 
website. The Program was also included in DHHL's consultation 
program as detailed in the attached Exhibit A. There have been 
many letters of support for this innovative legacy program 
approach to managing large parcels of land that contain a 
variety of natural and cultural resources see Exhibit B. 
 
Letters of Support Received 
 
Paula Helfrich, Teacher/Archaeologist August 16, 2009  
Queen Emma Land Company - Les Goya, Vice President  September 14, 2009  
Hawai`i Forest Industry Association - Heather Gallo, Executive Director September 15, 2009  
Bishop Museum - Napua Harbottle, Botany Collections Manager September 25, 2009  
The Trust for Public Lands - Lea Hong, Hawai`i Islands Program Director  September 30, 2009 
University of Hawai`i, CTAHR - J.B. Friday, PhD, Extension Forester  October 1, 2009 
Bishop Museum - Tim Johns, President and Chief Executive Officer October 5, 2009 
Hawai`i Audubon Society - Wendy Johnson, First Vice President October 7, 2009 
Ross Wilson Jr. - Member of the Royal Order of Kamehameha October 12, 2009 
Josh Stanbro - Former Hawai`i Project Manager, The Trust for Public Lands October 12, 2009 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Jim Kraus, Refuge Manager, Hakalau Forest NWR October 13, 2009 
University of Hawai`i, NREM - James Leary, PhD, Invasive Weed Management  October 15, 2009 
David B. Kaapu - native Hawaiian October 21, 2009  
Kamehameha Schools - Ulalia Woodside, Manager, Land Legacy Resources October 22, 2009 
Queen Lili`uokalani Trust - LeeAnn E. P. Crabbe, Vice President October 23, 2009 
The Nature Conservancy - Suzanne Case, Executive Director October 30, 2009 
Hawai`i Island Economic Development Board - Jacqui Hoover, Executive Director    October 30, 2009 
Conservation Council for Hawai`i - Marjorie Ziegler, Executive Director      October 30, 2009 
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Big Island Invasive Species Committee - Zeada Pachecano, Manager  November 5, 2009 
Office of Hawaii Affairs - Clyde Nāmu`o, Administrator        November 12, 2009 
Hawai`i Island Chamber of Commerce - Jon Y. Miyata, Vice President      November 13, 2009 
Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini - Gene “Bucky” Leslie, President      November 19, 2009 
John De Fries, native Hawaiian           November 20, 2009 
Army - Pōhakuloa Training Area - Stephen Troute, Community Relations       November 20, 2009 
Royal Order of Kamehameha I, Ali`i Chapter - Alika Desha       November 25, 2009 
 
Implementation 
 
Upon program approval a multi year work plan will be prepared 
outlining the necessary objectives that will be required to 
implement the Aina Mauna Legacy Program. The work plan will 
include formulating a long-range, phased, multi-source funded 
strategy for the restoration, preservation and development of 
the Region. It is envisioned that the Chairman will appoint an 
advisory group composed of DHHL beneficiaries and others that 
represent a cross section of the island and that they will be 
involved in the implementation of the program.  Actual 
disposition and procurement will be handled by the respective 
DHHL offices with the HHC maintaining oversight as the trustee.  
Eventually as the region is populated a homestead community 
management model may be adopted and responsibilities may be 
transferred to the community based entity following DHHL's 
existing regional planning model. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
This project represents a new opportunity under the HHCA to 
provide benefits to the beneficiaries, and will restore, 
preserve and enhance the natural environment and unique trust 
resources located in the Humu'ula Pi'ihonua Region in perpetuity 
for many generations of native Hawaiians. 
 
The Commission’s approval of the Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands (DHHL) Aina Mauna Legacy Program (Exhibit A) subject to, 
the approval of DHHL's two year and six year program budgets and 
five year periodic program reviews is respectfully requested. 
 
 



































































August 16, 2009 
 
Kaulana H. Park 
Chair 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, Hawaii 96707 
 
   Re:   ‘AINA MAUNA LEGACY PROGRAM 
 
Honorable Chair and Members of the Commission: 
 
My name is Paula Helfrich and I am a 39-year resident of Hawaii, primarily in 
Waimanalo, Ewa, and Hawaii Island.  I am currently doing research in Myanmar towards 
a doctoral degree in cultural resource management, although most of my work in recent 
years has centered around Aina Maunakea. 
 
This summer, my colleagues and I were privileged to present a petition and testimony 
reinstating the ancient name of Kukahau’ula at the summit cone of Maunakea.   For more 
than thirty years, I have ridden and walked the lands of Maunakea as part of many 
controversial projects from telescopes to Saddle Road, gorse infestation, ancient trails in 
Kaohe, paniolo cultural preservation, Umi a Liloa complex,  Humu’ula, and Keanakolu 
among others.  I have been privileged to learn from dozens of cultural practitioners, 
academics, historians and authorities from DLNR and DHHL, as well as private 
landowners and especially kumu paniolo. 
 
I am so happy to see the good work that has been developed in the ‘Aina Mauna Legacy 
Program centering on Humu’ula and the lands of Keanakolu.   This Program has always 
been an essential component for any kind of coherent cultural resource management of 
the region, and I am most pleased to offer my enthusiastic support.    
 
I want to encourage continued dialogue by all stakeholders.   This ‘Aina Mauna Legacy 
Program has the capacity to preserve, protect, cherish and enable the future for the wa’o 
kele lands, which must also influence the nest steps for the wa’o akua lands above.   It is 
one mountain, ‘Aina Maunakea. 
 
With humility and respect, 
 
 
 
Paula Helfrich 
Teacher/Archaeologist 
c/o 117 Thumingalar Housing 
Thingangyun, Yangon 
Myanmar 
Helfrich.paula@gmail.com    





 
 
 
 

 
September 15, 2009 

 
 
 
Kaulana Park, Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana�ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI  96707 

 
Support of `Āina Mauna Legacy Program 

 
Dear Mr. Park, 
 
On behalf on the Board of Directors of the Hawai�i Forest Industry Association (HFIA), I would like to express 
our support for your `Āina Mauna Legacy Program.  HFIA recognizes the importance of efforts that will benefit 
the social, economic, and environmental resources in Humu�ula/Pi�ihonua.  We are particularly concerned about 
the sustainable management of the native forest resources and support your plans to restore portions of this area 
to conserve the native forests and natural habitats for future generations. 
 
HFIA supports DHHL�s goals to restore and enhance the koa/�ōhi�a and māmane forest ecosystems at 
Humu`ula/Pi�ihonua.  We approve of your plans to initially control gorse by implementing commercial timber 
practices using sugi and eucalyptus species, then eventually reforesting the land back to a native koa forest.  We 
would also suggest appropriate native understory establishment.  Timber planting can serve as an effective way 
of controlling gorse, as well as providing community economic benefits.  This project also provides an 
opportunity for the use of koa wood products.  With the restored forest, woodworkers will have cultural and 
economic opportunities for a variety of koa wood product production. 
 
HFIA is especially interested in the Legacy Program�s goals of providing restoration, educational, and cultural 
opportunities.  We agree that restored, healthy native forests provide many opportunities for gathering, cultural 
practices, and ways to learn about native forest ecosystems.  HFIA has successfully managed a 70-acre dryland 
forest at Ka�ūpūlehu in North Kona for the past 14 years.  We provide youth education and forest stewardship 
opportunities through our award-winning Ka�ūpūlehu Dryland Forest Volunteer Outreach Program.  Over the 
past five years, over 3,000 volunteers have contributed over 13,000 hours participating in forest stewardship 
activities.  To date, over 5,000 native seedlings have been outplanted and 23 acres are being intensively 
managed.  HFIA has leveraged over $950,000 through grants and volunteers to match $600,000 contributed to 
the project by landowner Kamehameha Schools.  We are interested in working with you to bring our forest 
management and outreach services to benefit the lands and communities at Humu�ula/Pi�ihonua. 
 
We appreciate you keeping us informed of this important community project and look forward to remaining 
involved in the process.  Please feel free to contact me at 808-933-9411 or hfia@hawaiiforest.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Heather Gallo, Executive Director 
Hawai`i Forest Industry Association 

HAWAI�I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 5594  !  Kailua-Kona, HI  96745-5594 
Phone: 808-933-9411 
Email:  hfia@hawaiiforest.org 
Website:  www.hawaiiforest.org 





 
 

 
 
September 30, 2009 
 
Kaulana Park, Chairman 
Halea Kalaniana‘ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 
Re: ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program 
 
Aloha Chairman Park, 
 
The Trust for Public Land (TPL) conserves land for people to enjoy as parks, gardens and 
other natural places, ensuring livable communities for generations to come.  Nationwide, 
TPL has five program initiatives:  (1) providing parks for people, (2) protecting working 
lands (farms, ranches, and forests), (3) conserving natural lands (wilderness, wildlife habitat), 
(4) safeguarding heritage lands (cultural and historical resources), and (5) preserving land to 
ensure clean drinking water and the natural beauty of our coasts and waterways.  In Hawai‘i, 
TPL has worked with public and private partners to conserve over 36,000 acres of land in the 
State, with a focus on coastal lands and lands important to Hawaiian communities. 
 
TPL’s Native Lands Program works at the request of native communities and organizations 
to protect land important to Hawaiians. TPL considers the Department of Hawaiian 
Homelands (DHHL) an important partner in conserving land for Hawaiians here in Hawai‘i. 
TPL looks forward to working with DHHL to acquire additional conservation lands, which 
will benefit Hawaiian homestead communities. 
 
TPL supports DHHL’s efforts to plan for and manage its conservation and mauka lands. 
While TPL does not generally comment on specific land use projects, we support the general 
intent of the ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program which seeks to restore native forest ecosystems 
and provide sustainable management of the land for the Hawaiian Home Land Trust and its 
Beneficiaries.  DHHL should be commended for its efforts. 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Lea Hong 
Hawaiian Islands Program Director 
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Kaulana Park, Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana`ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 
October 1, 2009 
 
Dear Mr. Park, 
 
 I am writing to support the proposal for the ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program for the DHHL 
lands of Humu‘ula and Pi‘ihonua prepared by Ho‘okuleana LLC. I am the extension forester 
with the University of Hawai‘i Cooperative Extension Service and I am based in Hilo. For the 
past ten years, a major part of my program has been koa forest management and restoration. In 
my professional judgment, koa forest restoration on Mauna Kea can be a success both 
ecologically and economically. My colleagues and I have several projects near Humu‘ula, 
including on Umikoa Ranch, the Laupāhoehoe section of the Hilo forest reserve, Kukaiau Ranch, 
and Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge. We have shown that the prolific koa regeneration 
that occurs after logging can be managed by thinning and fertilization to improve potential 
timber yield. We have shown that grass control and early fertilization can double growth rates of 
planted koa. By comparing koa growth at Laupāhoehoe with koa growth at Honomalino in South 
Kona and Keauhou Ranch in Volcano, we have shown that koa growth on the windward side of 
Mauna Kea is some of the best in the state. We would be happy to work with DHHL both in 
developing management prescriptions and in designing trials to answer relevant management 
questions.  
 Our knowledge of koa forestry in Hawai‘i has greatly increased in the past ten years, to 
the point where we feel confident that koa forest restoration can be economically profitable in 
the long run. In addition to work done by UH, the USDA Forest Service, the Nature 
Conservancy, Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, Kamehameha Schools, Forest Solutions, and 
the Hawaii Agriculture Research Center have all contributed to our current knowledge of koa 
forestry. For the past several years DHHL has been managing one of the best-run koa harvest 
and restoration operations in the state and today we can see the beginnings of a young, healthy 
koa forest. 
 The ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program addresses the major problems of land management on 
the mauka lands such as gorse and feral ungulates. It incorporates both economic and 
environmental aspects and would be a model for other land management agencies and large 
landowners. I urge DHHL’s full support of the project. 
 
      Sincerely,  
 
 
      J. B. Friday, PhD 
      Extension Forester 
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         October 7, 2009 
Kaulana Park         
Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana’ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 
Dear Mr. Park: 
 
The Hawai’i Audubon Society appreciates the opportunity to offer these comments in support  
of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands’ Aina Muana Legacy Program native forest 
restoration efforts at Humu’ula/Pi’ionua on the island of Hawai’i.  
 
As you may know, the Hawai’i Audubon Society was founded in 1939 and is Hawai’i’s oldest 
conservation organization. Our primary mission is the fostering of community values that result 
in the protection and restoration of endemic bird species, as well as, native ecosystems through 
education, science, and advocacy in Hawai’i and the Pacific.  
 
Since the 1990’s, Audubon has been supporting gorse eradication and koa forest restoration 
efforts of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge 
which lies adjacent to Humu’ula/Pi’ionua. We certainly appreciate the benefit that similar gorse 
eradication and koa forest restoration efforts at Humu’ula/Pi’ionua would have in restoring the 
forest bird habitat. These efforts will ensure the critical survival of the endangered Hawai’i 
creeper and the ‘akiapola’au, which now can be seen regularly in the plated koa groves in 
Hakalua. The ‘akiapola’au is one of seven species that forage in koa trees.  In fact, 30 of 
Hawai’i’s 35 remaining native forest bird species can be found in koa forests.  In addition,  
30% of the threatened endangered plant species in Hawai’i are also found in koa forests.   
 
Audubon also supports the long term goal of creating an economically-sustainable, healthy 
native forest ecosystem at Humu’ula/Pi’ionua. We also believe that the re-examination of 
ongoing efforts every five years would ensure that required changes could be made to obtain the 
very best possible sustainable koa forest outcome.  
 
In closing, we note that the Legacy’s goals and priorities are consistent with those of the 
Audubon Society.  It is hoped that we will be able to develop a collaborative partnership with  
DHHL to work together on projects that benefit both organizations and their constituencies. 
 
On behalf of the Hawai’i Audubon Society’s Directors. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Wendy Johnson 

For the Protection of Hawaii’s Native Wildlife 

HAWAII AUDUBON SOCIETY 
 

850 Richards Street, Suite 505, Honolulu, HI 96813-4709 
Phone/Fax: (808) 528-1432; hiaudsoc@pixi.com 

www.hawaiiaudubon.com 



Ross_Wilson-Support-e-mail-10-12-09
 From: Ross Wilson [rossw@current-events.com]

 Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 2:17 PM
 To: kaulana.h.park@hawaii.gov
 Cc: bob.c.freitasjr@hawaii.gov; PeterYoung@Hookuleana.com

 Subject: Kona Support For Aina Mauna Legacy Program

October 12, 2009

Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana`ole
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway
Kapolei, HI 96707
  
Aloha!
 
As a native Hawaiian and a member of the Board of Directors of Ahuena Heiau 
Inc, and a member of the Royal Order of Kamehameha, I appreciate that the 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands is working on the Aina Mauna Legacy Program 
that calls for the restoration of DHHL lands at Humuula on the slopes of Mauna 
Kae.

Although I can't speak for the groups that I'm a member of, I personally 
support your efforts with the Aina Mauna program and ask that once the plan is 
adopted that you immediately work toward its implementation. Your legacy with 
this program should begin today.
 
I was raised in Hilo and attended Hilo High School and the lands of Humuula 
are clearly visible to Hilo residents including my mom and sister and brother.  

I have since moved to Kona and I know there are many like me who feel that it 
is important to restore the native forest on Mauna Kea.  After decades of 
decline, we now have an opportunity to reverse the trend and bring back what 
was once there.
 
I am also happy to see the extensive areas for homesteads for native Hawaiians 
called for in the plan.  I am especially happy that native Hawaiians can and 
should benefit from this program through needed jobs and economic development 
opportunities especially given today's economic outlook.
 
I know it will take a lot of time and effort to finally see the results of 
this plan but it is worth the effort for the generations following us and I 
ask that you adopt and implement the plan.

Mahalo for your kokua,

Ross Wilson Jr.
75-5751 Kuakini Highway, Suite 202
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

808-937-3678
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Big Island National Wildlife Refuge Complex
60 Nowelo Street, Suite 100

Hilo, Hawaii, 96720

October 13, 2009
In Reply Refer to:
2009-10-13-11FNWR

Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana'ole
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway
Kapolei, HI 96707

Re: The DHHL Aina Mauna Legacy Program

Dear Mr. Park:

The purpose of this letter is to express support for the Aina Mauna Legacy Program prepared for
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands by Ho'okuleana LLC. The objective of the plan is to
guide the management of DHHL's Humu'ula and Pi'ihonua lands which includes some of the
most important native forest areas remaining in the DHHL trust today on Mauna Kea.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service owns and manages the 32,733 acre Hakalau Forest National
Wildlife Refuge which neighbors both the Humu'ula and Pi'ihonua parcels. The refuge was
established in 1985 and is part of the The National Wildlife Refuge System which comprises the
world's largest collection of lands set aside specifically for wildlife and provides habitat for
native plants and animals. It is administered by the Department of Interior's Fish and Wildlife
Service, the principle Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting, and enhancing the
nation's fish and wildlife populations and their habitats for the benefit of the American people.
The refuge provides habitat for eight endangered bird species, the Hawaiian hoary bat, and at
least six species of endangered plants.

Over the past 25 years Hakalau Forest NWR has been responsible for the restoration of over
400,000 native trees and plants at the refuge and has lead control efforts to remove non-native
invasive species across over 14,000 acres of refuge lands. In addition, Hakalau Forest NWR is
involved in several beneficial partnerships with DHHL including the construction and long-term
maintenance of a shared fuel break, two koa restoration/gorse removal projects, and the
protection and restoration of a bird corridor at Kanakaleonui. We believe this example of
cooperative conservation represents an excellent model for addressing land management
challenges on Mauna Kea and elsewhere.

The initial goals and immediate actions outlined in the Aina Mauna Legacy Program including

TAKE PRIDEV:
IN AMERICA
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Refuge Manager
Hakalau Forest NWR

the eradication of invasive species and the restoration of native ecosystems are consistent with
the goals of Hakalau Forest NWR. These shared goals may provide a framework for additional
opportunities to collaborate through partnerships with the National Wildlife Refuge and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service's Conservation Partnerships Program in the future.

Hakalau Forest NWR supports DHHL's efforts to plan and manage it's mauka lands through the
Aina Mauna Legacy Program. It addresses key problems faced today by managers of the Mauna
Kea uplands including forest restoration, fire prevention, invasive weed and feral animal
management. We look forward to continuing cooperation in sound stewardship of the land as
neighbors of DHHL and offer our assistance on any matters of mutual interest or concern. If you
have questions, please contact me at (808) 443-2300.

Sincerely,



 

 

October 15, 2009 
 
Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana`ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 
 
Subject: Support for the ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program 
 
Dear Mr. Park, 
I have reviewed ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program proposal prepared by Ho‘okuleana LLC and 
consider all of the items in this agenda to be highly appropriate for implementation within the 
Humu‘ula and Pi‘ihonua areas that are maintained by DHHL. I have been conducting research in 
these areas over the last five years developing relevant approaches to gorse management and koa 
restoration.  In my experiences, there are very few passive solutions and I strongly feel that our 
best opportunities for success will come through active land management in agriculture, forestry 
and conservation.  Not only does this program neatly provide guidance to remediate the ecology 
of Humu‘ula and Pi‘ihonua, but also more importantly realizes the potential to empower 
DHHL’s constituents with the kuleana to become a part of the solution.  I support DHHL 
championing this cause with further development and implementation of this program.  As a 
public servant, please consider my services for contribution to future needs as we progress.  
Mahalo for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact me at anytime.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James Leary, PhD 
Assistant Specialist, Invasive Weed Management 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Management  
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Email: leary@hawaii.edu 
Phone: 808-352-8774 
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30 October 2009 
Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana`ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 

Transmit via e-mail to: kaulana.h.park@hawaii.gov 
 

Aloha Mr. Park, 
 

The Hawaii Island Economic Development Board (HIEDB) is a member-based organization incorporated 
in 1984.  During our twenty-five year history, HIEDB has been committed to providing and promoting 
private sector support and expertise for balanced growth in Hawai`i County in partnership with both 
public and private resources. 
 

The efforts to restore and conserve into perpetuity portions of the Humu`ula/Pi`ihonua lands, native 
forests, and habitats are a firm demonstration of the culturally sensitive and balanced growth sought by 
HIEDB and its members respectively and collectively. 
 

HIEDB recognizes the multiple near and more importantly, long-term benefits including and not limited 
to economic, social, environmental and educational opportunities afforded through the `Āina Mauna 
Legacy Program.  We also recognize the over-arching opportunities for long-term, self-sufficiency for 
beneficiaries of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and we strongly endorse and applaud these 
efforts.   
 

Please do not hesitate to advise if we may be of any assistance in helping to achieve the worthy goals of 
the `Āina Mauna Legacy Program. 
 

Mahalo and Best Regards, 
 

 
 

 Jacqui L. Hoover, Executive Director 
Hawaii Island Economic Development Board, Inc. 

E-mail: jhoover@hiedb.org 
 

c: bob.c.freitasjr@hawaii.gov ;  
PeterYoung@Hookuleana.com 

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  

 

This e-mail message, including any attachment(s), is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged 

information. Any unauthorized review, use, copying, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact 

the sender immediately by reply e-mail and destroy the original message and all copies. 
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            Conservation Council for Hawai‘i 
 

  Hawai‘i’s Voice for Wildlife – Ko Leo Hawai‘i no na holoholona lohiu 
Telephone/Fax 808.593.0255 • email: info@conservehi.org • web: www@conservehi.org 

P.O. Box 2923 • Honolulu, HI 96802 • Office: 250 Ward Ave., Suite 212 • Honolulu, HI 96814 
President: Maura O’Connor  *  Vice-President: George Robertson  *  Treasurer: Kim Ramos  *  Secretary: Douglas Lamerson 

Directors:  Madelyn D’Enbeau  *  Maka‘ala Ka‘aumoana  *  Hannah Springer 
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October 30, 2009 
 
Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana`ole 
91‐5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 
 
Dear Mr. Park,  
 
Aloha.  Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports the intent of the Department of Hawaiian Home 
Land’s ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program on the island of Hawai‘i.  We appreciate the Department’s 
proposal to control introduced species, such as gorse, domestic and feral cattle, and feral sheep and 
goats on its Mauna Kea lands.  Left unchecked, these alien species will eventually eliminate all of the 
natural and cultural values attached to this land. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Marjorie Ziegler 
 
 

  
  













Hawaiian Civic Club 
of Kona • Kuakini

75-5815 Mamalahoa Highway   •   Holulaloa, Hawaii 96725

November 19, 2009 
Mr. Kaulana Park, Chairperson
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Hale Kalaniana‘ole
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway
Kapolei, HI 96707            

RE: Support for Department of Hawaiian Home Lands ‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program 

Aloha!

The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (AHCC) is the oldest Hawaiian community-based grass roots
organization founded in 1918 by Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana‘ole.

The Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini, organized in 2003, believes in being a strong voice at County,
State and Federal levels, and supports the AHCC’s mission to serve with pono in advocacy of culture,
health, economic development, education, social welfare and nationhood.

The Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini stands in support of the department’s ‘Aina Mauna Legacy
Program and we applaud the long-term vision to conserve and restore these lands for future generations.
DHHL’s commitment to reforest important native forest areas will assure the continued health of many
native and endemic species. 

As President, I am encouraged by the first rural homesteading opportunity for the Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua
lands and the economic possibilities it will bring to Native Hawaiians. How wonderful it will be when the
agricultural operations planned for ‘Aina Mauna, including commercial koa forest management
operations, provide a means for Native Hawaiian beneficiaries.

‘Aina Mauna Legacy Program has the long-term vision to be the crown jewel for Native Hawaiian
beneficiaries for generations to come. 

The Hawaiian Civic Club of Kona-Kuakini enthusiastically supports the department’s plans for the
Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua lands. 

Mahalo,

Gene “Bucky” Leslie
President 





November 20, 2009 
 
Kaulana Park, Chairperson 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hale Kalaniana`ole 
91-5420 Kapolei Parkway 
Kapolei, HI 96707 
 
Re:  Aina Mauna Legacy Program 
 
 
 
Pōhakuloa Training Area (PTA) supports the Aina Mauna Legacy Program.   As an adjoining 
neighbor to the project site, we appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on your  
proposal. 
 
We concur with the concept “to protect approximately 56,000 acres of native Hawaiian forest 
that is ecologically, culturally and economically self‐sustaining for the Hawaiian Home Lands 
Trust, its beneficiaries and the community.” This is a great complement to our environmental 
efforts here at PTA. 
 
The U.S Army Garrison – Pōhakuloa shares your commitment to protecting the region’s natural 
and cultural resources. In addition to our mission and vision of being the best military training 
area in the Pacific, we endeavor to set the standard for environmental stewardship and energy 
efficiency.  The natural and cultural resources personnel at PTA are working diligently to protect 
the environment in order to allow the Army and the other services to train here.  
 
We note that you emphasize the need for partnerships to implement your proposal.  As your 
neighbor, we see this as an important opportunity and look forward to working with you in this 
regard.  We regularly collaborate with adjoining and neighboring properties and in 2006 The 
PTA environmental program was selected by the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the Military 
Installation Conservation Partner Award for natural resource conservation achievements through 
cooperative work with the Service and others. Our Federal Fire department routinely assists with 
prescribed burns of gorse infestation at Huum’ula. 
 
We encourage you to continue this program and move forward with its implementation.  The 
plan sets a good example for all of us to follow and we are standing by to assist you in the 
process of long-term improvements. 
 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      Stephen W. Troute 

 Community Relations Specialist 
 Pōhakuloa Training Area 
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