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EMI DITCH SYSTEM 
SERVICE AREA
- Fields in Central Maui
- Upcountry Maui DWS & 

Ag Parks
- Nahiku

Kamole Weir
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MAHI PONO
A Maui Farming Company 
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WHO WE ARE
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COMMITTED TO SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE ON MAUI 

It starts with our name, Mahi Pono.  We will farm properly, carefully and correctly. 

 Stewards of 41,000 acres of prime agricultural land

 Committed to food security and self-sufficiency

 Dedicated to sustainable agriculture

 Prioritizing conservation and natural resource management 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look forward to becoming part of Hawaii’s agriculture community and working to continue the State’s long tradition of agriculture and farming.We inherit a legacy of agricultural lands; 42,000 acres of prime ag land; want to diversify and expand agricultural production on Maui for future generations.Food security and self-sufficiency is critical to our future.  90% of our food today is imported.  Our goal is to double local food production from 10% to 20% by 2020. We define sustainable agriculture first and foremost as being good stewards of the land.  We will partner with native-Hawaiian farmers, to adopt best practices and use the collective wisdom learned across generations to make agriculture on Maui work.  Our efforts will prioritize conservation and natural resource management.
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OUR VISION 
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MAHI PONO FARMS IS  FOCUSED ON 
AGRICULTURE AND RELATED USES. 

We are farmers, not developers. 

 Solicit input from the community and interested stakeholders

 Grow organic and non-GMO crops

 Focus on producing high-quality foodstuffs for local consumption 
and with export potential

 Promote sustainability though the use of conservation practices 
such as silvopastoral systems, agroforestry and soil remediation

 Make initial investments and commitments to Maui farmers

22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of our plan, we will:Solicit input from the community and interested stakeholdersGrow organic and non-GMO cropsProduce high-quality foodstuffs for local consumption and with export potential, including coffee, various fruit and vegetable crops and an expansion of A&B’s grass-fed cattle project at Kulolio Ranch. Promote sustainability through various methods, including:Incorporating silvopastoral systems that are characterized by integrating trees with forage and livestock production; Increasing biodiversity and reduced erosion through agroforestryAssessing the need for and implement soil remediation, as appropriate Make initial investments and commitments to support farmers of all sizes on Maui, including:Building a new agricultural processing facility for farmers to convert crops into ready for sale itemsReparing EMI irrigation systemsProviding land and water in an ag park for small, local farmers to use
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BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE 
COMMUNITY
OUR SUCCESS WILL BE DEPENDENT ON YOUR SUPPORT.

 Engage the Native Hawaiian community to learn about traditional 
Hawaiian farming practices

 Create meaningful partnerships with Maui farmers and lend our 
expertise, resources, equipment, development and farming capital 
to improve the viability of sustainable agriculture on Maui

 Invest in Maui farmers and their future by providing education 
and business courses

 Support community initiatives that promote sustainability like the 
‘Aina Pono Hawai‘i State Farm to School program that was 
initiated by Former Lt. Governor Shan Tsutsui

9

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are committed to the community and building relationships to, includingEngaging the Native Hawaiian community to learn about traditional Hawaiian farming practicesSeeking to create meaningful partnerships with Maui farmers and lending our expertise, resources, equipment, development and farming capital to improve the viability of sustainable agriculture on MauiInvesting in Maui farmer & their future by providing education and business coursesSupporting sustainability and consumption of local produce in our schools, like the Aina Pono Hawaii State Farm to School that was initiated by Former Lt. Governor Shan Tsutsui



MANAGING WATER THE PONO WAY
COMMITTED TO PRESERVING AND PROTECTING HAWAI‘I’S PUBLIC TRUST RESOURCES

Use only what 
we need

Share with 
others 

Preserve for future 
generations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mahi Pono is committed to working with stakeholders to preserve and protect Hawaii’s public trust resources by adopting pono practices using high tech ag and investing in infrastructure repairs Use only what we need- The current level of water allocated to the agricultural uses on the land is adequate for our anticipated needs. Share with others- We commit to ensuring Hawaiian homesteaders in Kula receive uninterrupted water service. Preserve for future generations- The founding partners of Mahi Pono have significant experience in developing and maintaining irrigation and groundwater systems. 
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NEXT STEPS
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ASSEMBLING THE MAHI PONO TEAM 

Hiring a local team that is passionate about agriclture – and Maui.

 Led by former Lt. Governor and Maui native, Shan Tsutsui 

 Offering positions to all active agriculture personnel from A&B

 Generating hundreds of direct and indirect jobs for Maui 
residents over time

 Providing job training and educational programs to employees

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Mahi Pono team is led by former Lt. Governor and Maui native, Shan Tsutsui. All of A&B active agriculture personnel will be offered positions with Mahi PonoOver time, we will generate hundreds of direct and indirect jobs, and will offer significant work opportunities for Maui residents who want a viable career in farming and related fields. Will provide job training and educational programs to employees.



MAHALO
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