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Per guidance from council (DAG – Ryan Kanakaole - see attached email) the following amended motion 
is as follows: 
  
Replace Paragraph 1 of RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION to submittal F-1 
 
Amended RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION: 
 
That the Hawaiian Homes Commission (HHC) authorize the following: 
 

1. Award selected applicants from DHHL’s publicized solicitation process for the sole purpose of its 
Feral Cattle Removal Project on DHHL Aina Mauna Lands; and 
 

2. Enter into negotiations with selected applicants for two (2) separate Land Licenses for two (2) land 
areas, more specifically identified by the Piihonua and Humuula Sections as described and defined 
below respectively.  The land licenses would continue to provide DHHL the necessary means to 
address the GOALS AND PRORITY ACTIONS consistent with its Aina Mauna Legacy Program 
Plan. 

 
 
 
HHC also added an Item E. to the conditions of the license as follows: 
 

• Periodic reports no less than quarterly on the performance of the licensee in meeting the 
conditions of the license 

burrlw
Amended
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LOCATIONS 

 

Humuula Section License Area:  Hawaiian Home Lands situated in Humuula, Island of Hawaii,  

portions of Tax Map Keys: (3)3-8-001:007; :002.  Areas mauka of Keanakolu/Mana Road between Puu 

Oo cattle guard north to Hopuwai corral as identified in attached map, Exhibit “A”, approximately 12,835 

acres 

 

Piihonua Section License Area:  Hawaiian Homes Lands situated in Humuula and Upper Piihonua, 

Island of Hawaii, portions of Tax Map Keys: (3) 3-8-001:007; :002 and (3) 3-26-018:002.  Areas Makai 

of Keanakolu Road from Puu Oo cattle guard, north to Koa buffer as identified in attached map, Exhibit 

“A”, approximately 7170 acres. 

 

PLANNING AREA: 

 

Humuula, Piihonua Mauka, Aina Mauna Lands 

 

LAND USE DESIGNATION: 

 

DHHL TMKs (3)3-8-001:002, (Humuula) and (3)3-26-018:002 (Upper Piihonua) are zoned agricultural.  

DHHL TMK (3)3-8-001:007 (Humuula) is zoned agricultural and conservation.   

 

Under the Aina Mauna Legacy Program The planned land use for the license areas are native mamane 

forest restoration, native koa and ohia forest restoration, Sustainable koa forestry and Gorse 

Control/Future Homestead Opportunity.  The presence of Feral Cattle has a negative effect and impede 

implementation of all these land uses. 

 

CURRENT STATUS: 

 

DHHL, former pasture lease TMKs (3)3-8-001: 002, :007, (3)3-26-018:002 

 

 

CHARACTRER OF USE: 

 

Former cattle lease. Planned future use under the Aina Mauna Legacy Program is Future Homesteading 

Opportunities, Sustainable Koa Forestry, Native Forest Restoration, Timber/Gorse Control   

 

CHAPTER 343 – ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:  

 

Triggers:  

  

Use of State Lands 

 

2012 Aina Mauna Legacy Plan Environmental Assessment: 

  

On January 23, 2012, the Final Environmental Assessment for the Aina Mauna Legacy Program was 

unanimously approved by the Hawaiian Homestead Commission and filed on February 8, 2012 with the 

State of Hawaii Office of Environmental Quality Control with a Finding of no Significant Impact.  

Actions equivalent to the proposed action and their impacts have been considered in the EA on page 50. 
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“Feral Animal Control 

Feral animals (hoofed mammals such as cattle, sheep, goats, as well as dogs and cats etc.) can be vectors 

for the spread of invasive species (including gorse) and can have a negative influence on native forest 

restoration. (Feral animal control does not cover pigs, as they are covered under a separate action 

2.2.9.) 

 

Control and/or removal of these animals will be done across the entire property. Implementing feral 

animal control (primarily sheep, cattle, goats, dogs, cats etc.) and allowing management of pigs (so 

long as the resources are adequately protected) will provide food for beneficiaries, reduce the impacts 

to the forest resources and may generate revenue for the Trust from the sale of feral ungulates or 

permits to hunt them. 

 

Feral animals introduced to Hawaii can be detrimental to Hawaii’s native ecosystems via the damage 

they inflict on both vegetation structure and composition. Feral animals can impact native plants and 

ground cover, facilitating sediment run‐off. The soil disturbance caused by feral animals facilitates the 

introduction and expansion of invasive plants and creates breeding grounds for mosquitoes that 

transmit avian disease to native forest birds. 

 

There are four main components in successful feral animal control programs, including: 

1) Removal of populations from designated areas; 

2) Establishment of barriers to continue isolation of populations from designated sites; 

3) Barrier inspection and maintenance; and 

4) Vigilance in monitoring feral animal populations 

 

A feral animal control program could be initiated with designated animals being removed by either 

beneficiaries or professional contractors. The feral animal control program does not prohibit the 

opportunity for future homesteaders to raise their own livestock.” 

 

The direct, cumulative, and potential impacts of the action described have been considered pursuant to 

Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes and Chapter 11-200, Hawaii Administrative Rules. The action as 

proposed has been determined to have minimal or no significant impact on the environment.  The Planning 

Office has reviewed the proposed action and determines it is in accordance with the 2012 Aina Mauna 

Legacy Program Final Environmental Assessment.  

 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH DHHL PLANS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 

 

Aina Mauna Legacy Program (2009) 

The recommended disposition is consistent with the following Aina Mauna Legacy Plan goals and priority 

actions: 

 

Land and Resource Management  
 
Goals:  

• Restoration and enhancement of DHHL trust resources 

o Removing feral cattle from the 20,000-acre project area will enable restoration and 

enhancement efforts including:   

▪ Koa, mamane, ohia and sandalwood restoration and enhancement 

▪ Safe access to project area 

▪ Sustainable koa forestry 
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▪ Timber forestry with multiple profitable species  

• Conserve natural and cultural resources and endangered species 
o Remove feral cattle from sensitive native ecosystems including Palila Critical Habitat 
o Conserve the remaining intact high value koa, ohia and mamane forests on DHHL Lands. 

o Allow restoration of habitat for native endangered species including iiwi, akiapolaau, 

akepa, opeapea, alawi, io and nene which are currently found on the Aina Mauna Lands. 

• Address reforestation and restoration of the ecosystem 
o By removing feral cattle, by far the most damaging ungulate present on the Aina Mauna 

Lands, natural regeneration and active reforestation and restoration of Native ecosystems 

will be possible. 

 

 
Immediate Actions:  
 

• Initiate un-managed ungulate control over entire property 

o The fences maintained are a valuable tool in managing and controlling feral ungulate 

movement 

o Access to lower portions of TMK (3)3-26-018:002 will allow cattle to be removed live 

and for manageable units to be built to protect valuable forest from ungulate damage. 

• Investigate and implement additional areas for sustainable koa forestry opportunities 

o Over 3,000 acers of the project area are planned for sustainable koa forestry.  Sustainable 

koa forestry is not feasible with feral cattle present in these areas 

o Sustainable koa forestry can be expanded into other parts of the project area that are free 

of feral cattle. 

• Initiate a set aside for portions of the property for restoration and enhancement purposes. 

o Access to Upper Piihonua will allow DHHL to protect and manage the remaining ohia 

forests of the Aina Mauna Lands. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

DHHL LMD issued two (2) publicized solicitations (See Exhibit “B”) seeking applications for land licenses 

to be issued to the most qualified applicant(s) to remove Feral Cattle on the Aina Mauna Lands of Humuula 

and Upper Piihonua.  Feral cattle degrade native forests causing loss of habitat, economic timber potential 

and watershed function.  Feral Cattle inhibit the natural regeneration of native forests and prevent 

reforestation efforts across both License areas covering over 20,000 acres.  Feral cattle are dangerous and 

limit safe access to the Aina Mauna lands and cause damage to roadways, fence lines, and other 

infrastructure.  For these reasons, Ungulate removal (of which cattle are by far the most detrimental) is a 

priority immediate action of the Aina Mauna Legacy Program, the management plan for the Aina Mauna 

Lands. 

 

Feral Cattle are however seen as a valuable resource to many beneficiaries and Hawaii Island residents. 

Feral cattle have been hunted and captured on Mauna Kea as far back as the 1850’s and have provided 

valuable meat resources.  However, when looking objectively at the true cost of feral cattle and how their 

presence limits other land uses, removing them from the project area will allow for koa restoration and 

timber forestry which are more valuable both economically, and ecologically and allows for safer access to 

the Aina Mauna Lands. 

 

The evaluation criteria (See Exhibit “C”) of the applications for Feral Cattle Removal Licenses aim to 

solicit highly qualified and capable applicants who can provide the greatest benefit to DHHL Trust and 

Beneficiaries. 
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An evaluation committee of five (5) members was formed and approved by the Deputy of the Chairman on 

behalf of the Chairman on November 27, 2018.  The committee was comprised of three (3) DHHL staff, 

with sufficient education, training, experience and credentials required to identify and select a Licensee to 

provide the needed services.  Additionally, due to the specialized nature of this proposal, one (1) DLNR-

DOFAW staff, and one (1) DOA staff with subject matter expertise was also added as members to this 

committee.   

 

SOLICITATION TIMELINE: 

 

• October 10, 2018, Solicitations for Feral Cattle Removal License released 

o Solicitations posted on DHHL website 

o Statewide notification via County Newspapers 

• October 24, 2018, Site visit with interested applicants 

• November 2, 2018 Applicants questions deadline 

o Included questions from site visit as well as questions submitted in writing 

• November 16, 2018, DHHL’s deadline to respond to questions 

o Via 2 addendums on DHHL website posted on November 5, 15, 2018. 

• December 3, 2018, deadline for submittal of applications 

o 3 acceptable applications for each solicitation were received by the application deadline. 

• December 4, 2018 applications distributed to evaluation committee for review and scoring 

• December 13, 2018 Evaluation Committee conference to discuss evaluations, share expertise and 

finalize scoring. 

• December 20, 2018, after collection of evaluation committee score sheets and discussion among 

evaluators, recommendations for License selections made in writing to DHHL chair. 

• December 28, 2018, DHHL chair approval of recommended Licensees for both Humuula and 

Piihonua Sections. 

• January 28 – 29, Seek Authorization from HHC 

 

 

BENEFITS TO THE HAWAIIAN HOMES TRUST: 

 

Finding Qualified Feral Cattle Removal Licensees will: 

• Remove Feral Cattle from the Aina Mauna Lands, allowing for natural forest regeneration and 

manual reforestation efforts to take place across the 20,000-acre project area, increasing the Aina 

Mauna trust lands economic, habitat and watershed value. 

• Provide a valuable service to DHHL.  The estimated cost of live removal of feral cattle is $115.00 

a head. 

• A significant amount of trapped feral cattle will be distributed to DHHL beneficiaries, providing 

a valuable meat resource to beneficiaries throughout the term of feral cattle removal license(s) 

• Feral cattle not distributed to beneficiaries will be purchased from DHHL, providing an income 

source. 

• The risk of wild cattle will be reduced and the Aina Mauna lands will become more accessible. 

• Damage to roads fence-lines and other infrastructure will be reduced 

• Removal of feral cattle will allow other planned land uses under the Aina Mauna Legacy Program 

to be implemented without damage and risk from feral cattle. 
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 BACKGROUND 

 

Strategies for Land License: 

• Issuance of two (2) Licenses to increase removal efforts 

• Feral Cattle Survey done in June – July 2017 

o Piihonua – 1,275 cattle remaining 

o Humuula – 450 cattle remaining 

• Based on estimated population growth of 34% for 3-year success 

o Piihonua – 740 cattle must be removed per year 

o Humuula – 260 cattle must be removed per year 

o Rate of removal to be explicit in future Licenses 

• Increase boundary and strategic fences 

o 5 miles of DLNR fence has been completed in 2017, blocking cattle from moving back and 

forth to Hilo Forest Reserve where they are untrappable. 

o Strategic fences to protect the largest acreage with minimal infrastructure costs 

• Increase cattle distribution to beneficiaries by making the amount distributed a criterion of the 

License applications. 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Land Management Division respectfully requests approval of the motion as stated. 
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HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 298 

 
HONORING M. KALEO MANUEL FOR HIS DECADE OF SERVICE TO THE 

HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS TRUST AND HIS APPOINTMENT AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
TO THE HAWAII STATE COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE  

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Kaleo Manuel began his employment with the Department 

of Hawaiian Home Lands in May of 2009 and has served in the capacity as the 

DHHL Acting Planning Program Manager since January 2014; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Manuel’s firm grasp of Western planning theory, 

methodology and best practices has always been exercised within the firm 

grounding of his knowledge and experience as a cultural practitioner, facility with 

‘Olelo Hawai‘i, and Kanaka ‘Ōiwi worldview; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Manuel’s valuable knowledge and expertise in water 

resource management has led him to serve the Hawaiian Home Lands Trust and 

the people of Hawai’i which brought attention to our most precious resource to the 

forefront of government agencies; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Manuel’s knowledge, vision, and commitment to needs of 

the Trust and its beneficiaries led to the adoption of the Hawaiian Homes 

Commission Water Policy Plan (July 22, 2014), which for the first time ever 

provided clear direction on water, including the mission statement “the Hawaiian 

Homes Commission and Department of Hawaiian Home Lands shall strive to 



 
 
 
 
 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 
 

 

 

ensure the availability of adequate, quality water by working cooperatively to: 

Understand our trust water assets; Plan for our water needs; Aggressively 

understand, exercise and assert our kuleana as stewards of water; Develop and 

protect water sources; and Manage water systems”; 

WHEREAS, during his time as Acting Planning Program Manager, he has 

demonstrated attributes of a great Hawaiian leader: thoughtful and timely decision-

making; clear and succinct communication of his goals and directions; insightful 

and inspirational application of Hawaiian world view values to the many complex 

issues that DHHL faces; and a genuine and consistent aloha and appreciation to his 

staff -- even when “cracking the whip” before Commission submittal deadlines; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Manuel is a catalytic leader, demonstrating high levels of 

performance and skills as convener, negotiator/facilitator, advocate, and 

implementation champion; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Manuel’s contributions to the Trust will have long lasting 

impacts to strengthen the Trust, the department and the betterment of quality of life 

in Beneficiary communities; 

WHEREAS, his leadership and management skills were recognized and 

honored with award of the Department’s Manager of the Year in 2017; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Manuel’s laughter and smile will be missed. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the undersigned, duly 

recognized as the chairman and members of the Hawaiian Homes Commission, on 

this 28th day of January 2019, do set forth their signatures in recognition of M. 

Kaleo Manuel and his DECADE OF SERVICE to the Hawaiian Home Lands Trust 

and his APPOINTMENT as Deputy Director to the Hawaii State Commission on 

Water Resource Management. 

ADOPTED THIS 28th day of January 2019, at Kapolei, Island of O‘ahu, 

State of Hawaii, by the Hawaiian Homes Commission in Regular Meeting 

assembled. 

OFFERED BY: 

 

___________________________________ 

Jobie M. K. Masagatani, Chair 

 

 

  

David B. Kaapu, Member 

 

 

  

Zachary Z. Helm, Member 

 

 

  

Randy K. Awo, Member 

 

 

  

Wallace A. Ishibashi, Member 

 

 

  

Michael P. Kahikina, Member 

 

 

  

Wren W. Wescoatt III, Member 

________________________________ 

Pauline N. Namu’o, Member  
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