
























































































































































































STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

July 19, 2021 

 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
THROUGH:   Paula Aila,  

Acting Administrator,  
Contact & Awards Division  

 
FROM:  Michelle Hitzeman, HALE Manager 
  Moana Freitas, Case Management Specialist 
 
SUBJECT:   Approval of Lease Award  
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Approve the awards of Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Residence Lot Leases to the 
applicants listed below for ninety-nine (99) years, subject to the purchase of the existing 
improvements on the lot by way of a loan or cash. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Kakaina Subdivision Residential Vacant Lot, Waimanalo, Oahu 

NAME                             APPL DATE      LOT NO       TAX MAP KEY                   LEASE NO 

Ruth P. Akiyoshi      09/24/1971           41                 1-4-1-041:041        12691 

 

  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           ITEM NO. C-2 







STATE OF HAWAII 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

 

July 19 & 20, 2021 

 

TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 

 

FROM: Lehua Kinilau-Cano, Legislative Analyst 

   

SUBJECT: C-4 For Information Only – Draft 2021 Annual Performance Report (APR) – Native 

Hawaiian Housing Block Grant 

 

   

RELEVANT MATERIAL WILL BE DISTRIBUTED UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEM NO. C-4 



STATE OF HAWAII 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 
 

July 19 & 20, 2021 
 

TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
FROM: Jobie Masagatani, Executive Assistant 
  Hokulei Lindsey, DHHL Administrative Rules Officer 
   
SUBJECT: C-5 For Information Only – NHQ Status Update: Applications Classified as Yes and 

No for Qualification Under the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act 
 
   
RELEVANT MATERIAL WILL BE DISTRIBUTED UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM NO. C-5 





































































































































DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Item E-1
July 19, 2021

Papakolea Projects Update
For Information Only



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2403 Kaululaau St Rock Wall



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2403 Kaululaau St Rock Wall
Wall Stabilization- Soil Nails, Shotcrete, Drainage



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2403 Kaululaau St Rock Wall- Proposed Improvements 
Objectives:

• Rock wall is leaning, so soil nails will tie back wall and shotcrete will 
strengthen wall face

• Drainage will be added to also help reduce loads on the wall
• Estimated Construction Cost:  ~$300,000



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2147 Tantalus Drive Rock Wall



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2147 Tantalus Drive Rock Wall
Wall Stabilization- Soil Nails, Shotcrete, Drainage



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2147 Tantalus Drive Rock Wall- Proposed Improvements 
Objectives:

• Rock wall is leaning, so soil nails 
will tie back wall and shotcrete 
will strengthen wall face

• Drainage will be added to also 
help reduce loads on the wall

• Estimated Construction Cost:  
~$800,000

Concept



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Kapahu Street Rockfall Improvements
Iaukea Street Drainage Improvements



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Kapahu St Rockfall Slope Improvements



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Temporary Construction Access & 
Permanent Slope Access Points



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

601 &  605 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

601 &  605 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

601 &  605 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Kapahu Street Rockfall Improvements
Iaukea Street Drainage Improvements



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

601 &  605 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

601 &  605 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2218 Anianiku Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2218 Anianiku Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2218 Anianiku Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2218 Anianiku Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2132 Kapahu Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2132 Kapahu Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Permanent Access Points



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

623 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

623 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

623 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

653 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

623 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

623 Iaukea Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2136 Kapahu Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2136 Kapahu Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2136 Kapahu Street



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2312 & 2316 Kapahu Street (Kema/ Nagasako)

• Structure repairs
• Design to be completed 

mid 2021
• Funds Required: EST. 



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2312 & 2316 Kapahu Street (Kema/ Nagasako)

• Structure repairs
• Design to be completed 

mid 2021
• Funds Required: EST. 



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

2312 & 2316 Kapahu Street (Kema/ Nagasako)

• Structure repairs
• Design to be completed 

mid 2021
• Funds Required: EST. 



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

440 & 444 Kauhane Street (Rowland/ Contreras)

• Slope stabilization
• Design to be completed 

mid 2021
• Funds Required: EST. 

$250 000



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

440 & 444 Kauhane Street (Rowland/ Contreras)



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

440 & 444 Kauhane Street (Rowland/ Contreras)



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Papakolea Subdivision Phase 2 
Sewer Improvements

July 2021



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Proposed Improvements
Objectives:
• Continue progress from Phase 1 sewer improvements projects
• Replace aging sewer system (50+ years old)
• Reduce sewer back ups and spills



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2
• Phase 2A

• Submitted Plans for City Review 
(May 2021)

• Phase 2B
• Install remaining gravity sewer lines, 

sewer force mains, and low pressure 
sewer systems (LPSS).

• Sewer lines for both phases will be 
installed using pipe bursting and 
open trench construction methods.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Pipe Bursting
Pneumatic Pipe Bursting 
Process

• A pneumatic hammer 
cracks and breaks the 
existing pipe

• Pipe pieces are pushed 
into the surrounding soil

• New pipe is pulled behind 
the bursting tool

• Avoids exposing existing 
utilities

• Minimizes ground 
disturbance

Exist. 
Util. 



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Low Pressure Sewer System

Low Pressure Sewer 
System (LPSS)
An alternative to a 
conventional gravity sewer 
system. Utilizes a collection 
tank and control panel to 
pump sewage from the 
house to the roadway sewer 
system.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2A Scope of Work
Scope of Work
• Phase 2A

• Designed sewer replacement for 
Sewer Lines C, C-2, D, D-1, D-3,    
D-5 & G, and spot repairs using 
pipe bursting and open trench 
methods

• CLSM fill and abandon 2,000 feet 
of pipe along SL K, L

• Replace 3,400 feet of gravity 
sewer lines



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2A Impacts
Impacts

• Remove trees and  shrubs
• Demolish and reconstruct 

walls, fences, driveways, 
and sidewalks. 
Temporarily inaccessible 
during construction.

• Relocate storage 
units/area, sheds, 
structures out of sewer 
easement.

• Reconnect  sewer laterals
Photo 1 & 2. Reconstruct walkway and staircase  
between Auwaiolimu St. and Iaukea St. 

Iaukea St.

To Auwaiolimu St.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2A Impacts

Photo 1. Existing sewer line crosses under the 
existing historic drainage channel.

Photo 2. Exist. Sewer line runs under an exist. 
mango tree. Tree to be removed.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2B
Scope of Work
• Sewer System East of Tantalus Dr. 

• Replace Sewer Lines A, C, C-3, C-4, J
• 2,120 feet of gravity sewer lines

• Install 28 LPSS
• SL D-2, D-4, I, & K-2 are inaccessible 

due to exist. structures
• Upsize SL A south of Iaukea to 12-in.

• Sewer System West of Tantalus Dr.
• Alternative 1
• Alternative 2



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2B – Alternate 1
West of Tantalus
• 38 LPSS
• 700 ft, 8-in gravity pipes
• 1,350 ft, 3-in sewer force mains
• CLSM fill and abandon 2,500 ft SL

• SL is inaccessible and has safety 
concerns between SMH 318223-
318567 due to exist. structures 
and steep terrain. 

Alt. 1 Estimated Cost: $3.3 million

SMH 318223

SMH 318567



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2B – Alternate 2
• Connect to existing sewer 

system in Auwaiolimu St.
• 8-inch 1,040 LF in 

Auwaiolimu St.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2B – Alternate 2
West of Tantalus
• 21 LPSS
• 1,600 ft, 8-in gravity pipes
• 720 ft, 3-in sewer force mains
• CLSM fill and abandon 1,430 ft SL

• SL is inaccessible and has safety 
concerns between SMH 318223-
318567 due to exist. structures and 
steep terrain. 

Alt. 2 Estimated Cost: $4.5 million

SMH 318223

SMH 318567



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Hiilani Street
• Proposed sewer 

line runs between 
residential 
properties 

• Restore existing 
staircase

Phase 2B Impacts

S8

Key Map

Hiilani St.



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Phase 2B Impacts
• LPSS will req. coordination 

with homeowners 
• Crosses the historic 

Auwaiolimu St. ditch
• Limited space to construct
• Coordinate with future City 

sewer system upgrades 

Key MapKey Map



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Cost Summary

Phase Cost

Phase 2A $5 Million

Phase 2B – Alt. 1 $7.3 Million

Phase 2B – Alt. 2 $8.5 Million

• Phase 2B Recommendation: 
Alternative 1

DRAFT



DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS - LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

Mahalo

www.dhhl.hawaii.gov

DRAFT









































































July 2021 

2  
 ITEM NO. F-2 

 
Until improvements to the Revocable Permit Program can be implemented, this process will be 
used for Annual Renewals of these month-to-month ROE Permit dispositions.      

 
The table below reflects the revenue generated from ROE permit(s) on Oahu Island, which is 
approximately 86.0% ($2,203,066) of the ROE total revenues ($2,575,985) that DHHL receives 
statewide.  O’ahu Island holds 54 of the 145 ROE permits Statewide which are used for 
industrial/commercial purposes primarily.      

    
According to research done by Colliers International, (See Exhibit “B”) “the Oahu Industrial 
vacancy rate rose to just over 3.0%... during the past year, the Oahu direct weighted average 
asking base rent stabilized at $1.19 per square foot per month (“psf/mo”).  In light of this 
research, and the current COVID-19 global pandemic, LMD respectfully recommends 
maintaining its current rental rates without any increase. 
 
Rental fees for agricultural and pastoral use permits vary and are typically established at less 
than fair market rates (discounted) but not less than $240/annum due to various site issues 
such as, insufficient/no infrastructure, no legal access, substandard lot size or irregular shape, 
etc. 
 
In regards to ROE Permits that reflect a delinquency LMD staff will proceed with issuing its 
Notice of Revocation/Cancellation to said permitees’.  
 
 AUTHORITY / LEGAL REFERENCE: 
 
§171-55, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended, a “permit on a month-to-month basis may 
continue for a period not to exceed one year from the date of issuance; provided that the 
commission may allow the permit to continue on a month-to-month basis for additional one-year 
periods.”   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Land Management Division respectfully requests approval of the motion as stated. 

FY 2022 
  

Total 
Agriculture $17,184 3 
Caretaker/Landscape $720 3 
Commercial $25,147 2 
Community $2,568 2 
Industrial 

 
$2,000,211 32 

Office 
 

$0 - 
Pastoral 

 
$29,580 4 

Preservation $0 - 
Recreation $0 - 
Research 

 
$0 - 

Stabling 
 

$16,608 6   
$2,092,018 52 

FY 2021 
  

Total 
Agriculture $17,184 3 
Caretaker/Landscape $720 3 
Commercial $24,147 2 
Community $2,568 2 
Industrial 

 
$2,109,687 33 

Office 
 

$0 - 
Pastoral 

 
$29,580 4 

Preservation $0 - 
Recreation $0 -  
Research 

 
$0 - 

Stabling 
 

$18,180 7   
$2,203,066  54 



R
IG

H
T O

F EN
TR

Y PER
M

ITS - O
'AH

U
 ISLAN

D
, as of JU

N
E 2021

N
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R
E

U
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PER
M

ITTEE/AD
D

R
ESS

TM
K

D
ate 

Started
C

urrent 
Annual R

ent

Proposed 
Annual 

R
ent

525
20.000

Agricultural
Sports Turf Haw

aii, Inc. 
(1) 4-1-008:002(P)

2/1/2005
$11,220

-

590
8.671

Agricultural
XianXing Huang &

 Hong Fang G
an

(1) 8-5-029:002(P)
3/1/2006

$5,724
-

600
6.400

Agriculture
Kenneth Hicks

(1) 8-6-003:002 &
 032(p)

11/1/2009
$240

-

586
0.115

Caretaker
Charlene L. Ching

(1) 8-9-007:002(P)
9/1/2000

$240
-

608
0.267

Caretaker
Luella K. Kanoa

(1) 4-1-030:053(P)
2/18/1999

$240
-

609
0.070

Caretaker
How

ard Doctorello
(1) 4-1-030:053(P)

4/14/1999
$240

-

638
0.017

Com
m

ercial
Am

erican Hauling, Inc.
(1) 9-1-013:024(P)

12/1/2003
$6,427

-

591
78.640

C
om

m
ercial/   

Agriculture
Aloun Farm

, Inc.
(1) 9-1-016:108 (p)

12/1/2010
$18,720

-

585
0.712

Com
m

unity
W

aianae Coast Com
prehensive 

Health Center
(1) 8-9-005:014(P)

12/18/1995
$2,088

-

593
2.000

Com
m

unity
W

aianae Coast Com
prehensive 

Health &
 Hospital Board, Inc.

(1) 8-6-001:012 &
 024(P)

5/2/2007
$480

-

514
1.000

Industrial
Bears Trucking, Inc., 3411 

Aliam
anu Street

(1) 9-7-024:050(P)
11/1/2005

$19,282
-

515
0.115

Industrial
La‘au Structures

(1) 1-1-064: 010 (P)
11/1/2007

$74,805
-

517
0.080

Industrial
Professional Com

m
erical Services

(1) 1-1-064:010 (p)
7/1/2010

$56,609
-

518
0.115

Industrial
P.T. Solar Co., Inc.

(1) 1-1-064:010 (p)
10/1/2010

$109,476
-

529
2.000

Industrial
Frances Kam

a-Silva
(1) 8-6-003:003(P)

1/8/1995
$6,427

-

592
1.000

Industrial
Close Construction, Inc.

(1) 9-1-013-061(P)
7/1/2013

$41,777
-

595
0.706

Industrial
R &

 KA Equipm
ent, 94-1167 

M
opua Loop

(1) 9-1-013:024(P)
4/1/2005

$22,427
-

604
2.000

Industrial
Aiw

ohi Bros., Inc.
(1) 9-1-013:027

9/1/2008
$78,206

-

605
0.580

Industrial
Haw

aii Steam
, Inc.

(1) 9-1-013:061 (p)
7/1/2013

$40,388
-

607
0.217

Industrial
Eugene Cacho

(1) 9-1-013:024(P)
8/1/2005

$7,713
-

611
2.295

Industrial
Discount Storage, LLC &

 
Containers Haw

aii dba The 
(1) 9-1-013:024(P)

8/1/2005
$89,981

-

615
0.220

Industrial
N

a Kane Trucking
(1) 9-1-013:027 (p)

7/1/2013
$11,569

-

616
0.570

Industrial
Pacific Isle Equipm

ent Rental, Inc.
(1) 9-1-013:027(P)

3/15/2004
$26,283

-

C
om

m
ents: rent am

ount and reasons (site issues - 
insufficient/no infrastructure, no legal access, substandard lot 
size or irregular shape, etc.)w

hy no long-term
 disposition

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G
eneral Ag use.  

Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.

Rent is current; portion of a larger parel that is designated for future residential use. 
Insufficient infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular shape. 

Rent is current; portion of a larger parel that is designated as general AG
; insufficient 

infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular shape. 

Rent is current; portion of a larger parel that is designated as general 
AG

/conservation use. Insufficient infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular 
Rent is current; parcel identified as a pow

er line easem
ent; Insufficient infrastructure.

Rent is current; parcel identified as a pow
er line easem

ent; Insufficient infrastructure.

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use. 
Insufficient infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular shape.  
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for future residential use. 
Insufficient infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular shape.  
Rent is current; parcel designated for com

m
unity use.  

Rent is current; parcel designated for com
m

unity use.  Insufficient infrastructure, 
substandard lot size or irregular shape.  

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.  
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use. 
Insufficient infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular shape.  
Account is delinquent - $60,083.02 = $38,601.64 (rent) + $21,481.38 (utilities)

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use. 
Insufficient infrastructure, substandard lot size or irregular shape.  
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.   

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G
eneral Ag use

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Account is delinquent - $44,497.01 = $2,190.24 + $42,306.77 (utilities)

D
enotes D

elinqent
D

enotes Beneficiary

albipk
Text Box
Exhibit "A"Item No. F-2



618
0.310

Industrial
Benjam

in Kahalehoe
(1) 9-1-013:048(P)

10/1/2006
$12,578

-

619
0.660

Industrial
M

iller’s Paving, LLC.
(1) 9-1-013:117 (p)

12/1/2008
$28,999

-

620
4.753

Industrial
Coastal Construction Co.

(1) 9-1-013:027(P)
9/1/2005

$164,178
-

621
0.210

Industrial
Am

erican Drilling Com
pany

(1) 9-1-013:117 (por)
9/12/2008

$12,854
-

623
1.033

Industrial
Devin B. Donahue

(1) 9-1-013:061(P)
8/1/2005

$12,854
-

628
0.344

Industrial
D II’s W

elding Services, LLC
(1) 9-1-013:027 (p)

7/1/2009
$12,910

-

630
0.689

Industrial
C J Peterson Services, Inc.

(1) 9-1-013:027 (p)
7/1/2009

$35,778
-

631
0.359

Industrial
J. Jeram

iah Trucking Co.
(1) 9-1-13:117 (p)

7/1/2010
$11,916

-

632
0.344

Industrial
Xtrem

e Trucking, Inc.
(1) 9-1-013:027 (p)

7/1/2009
$12,910

-

634
0.250

Industrial
F.P.S. Building Contractors

(1) 9-1-013:038 (p)
11/16/2009

$4,634
-

636
0.137

Industrial
Panui, Inc.

(1) 9-1-013:117 (p)
7/1/2010

$20,567
-

637
0.320

Industrial
T &

 C Plum
bing

(1) 9-1-013:027 (p)
6/15/2009

$19,300
-

639
0.505

Industrial
M

aunalei Trucking
(1) 9-1-013:117 (p)

9/29/2008
$39,849

-

647
9.000

Industrial
Road &

 Highw
ay Builders

(1) 9-1-013:061 (p)
7/1/2013

$352,760
-

648
4.000

Industrial
Haw

aii Explosives and 
Pyrotechnics, Inc.

(1) 9-1-013:040(P)
10/1/2003

$6,427
-

649
0.925

Industrial
Aloha Trucking LLC

(1) 9-1-013:027 (p)
12/1/2009

$30,851
-

650
0.459

Industrial
JJS Construction

(1) 9-1-013:061(P)
12/1/2003

$15,425
-

651
0.460

Industrial
Haw

aiian Dredging Construction, 
Inc.

(1) 9-1-013:061 (p)
7/1/2013

$15,425
-

626
1.081

Industrial 
(Parking)

VIP Sanitation, Inc.
(1) 9-1-013:009

3/1/2005
$53,089

-

640
25.000

Industrial 
(Storage)

The Pasha G
roup

(1) 9-1-013:061(P)
1/10/2004

$661,440
-

511
1126.000

Pastoral
Robert D. Lym

an
(1) 8-9-008:003

6/16/1991
$14,304

-

527
438.100

Pastoral
W

aianae Valley Farm
, Ltd.

(1) 8-9-007:002(P)
2/1/1991

$11,280
-

528
8.000

Pastoral
Frances Kam

a-Silva
(1) 8-6-003:003(P)

5/16/1994
$2,772

-

645
0.700

Pastoral
Allan Silva

(1) 4-1-008:022 (P)
7/1/2013

$1,224
-

512
5.000

Stabling
Albert Cum

m
ings, III and Ihilani 

T.D. M
iller-Cum

m
ings

(1) 9-1-013:040(P)
3/1/2004

$2,400
-

522
3.949

Stabling
Duroy Rosecrans

(1) 4-1-009:271 &
 284

8/1/1993
$2,064

-

523
3.250

Stabling
Honolulu Polo Club

(1) 4-1-009:281
8/4/1993

$1,848
-

524
3.400

Stabling
Roy &

 June K. Pires
(1) 4-1-008:094

1/1/1995
$6,240

-

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Account is delinquent - $23,417.86 = $13,681.46 + $9,736.40 (utilities)

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Account is delinquent - $3,972.12 = rent

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Account is delinquent - $28,853.12 = rent

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G
eneral Ag use.  

Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G
eneral Ag use.  

Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for industrial use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape. 



594
1.016

Stabling
Ellen Sanborn

(1) 4-1-009:287
7/1/2013

$1,572
-

603
1.200

Stabling
M

ary Ann Higashi
(1) 8-9-007:002(P)

12/1/1994
$336

-

613
2.400

Stabling
Leiala Cook

(1) 4-1-008:093
8/1/1991

$3,720
-

Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G
eneral Ag use.  

Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
Rent is current; portion of a larger parcel that is designated for G

eneral Ag use.  
Insufficient infrastructure,  irregular shape.
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PLANNING OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

  
July 19-20, 2021 

 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
FROM:  Andrew H. Choy, Acting Planning Program Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Accept Beneficiary Consultation Report for additional 

Molokaʻi groundwater reservations.  
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
 
That the Hawaiian Homes Commission (HHC): 

 
(1) Accept this Beneficiary Consultation Report as the official 

public record of beneficiary input and feedback relative to 
the department’s consideration to proceed with additional 
Molokaʻi groundwater reservation requests; 

 
(2) Authorize the Chairman to formally request a water 

Reservation from CWRM for DHHL lands on Molokai; 
 
(3) Take other actions as necessary to effectuate these 

requests; 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Background 
 

DHHL initially sought a ground water reservation of 0.855 mgd for 
the ʻUalapuʻe aquifer system area on the island of Molokaʻi from the 
state Commission on Water Resource Management (CWRM).  The purpose of 
this ground water reservation request was to carry out one of the 
priority projects set forth in the 2019 Molokaʻi Regional Plan — the 
development of a new Kuleana Homestead Community in ʻUalapuʻe and 
submitted a reservation request to CWRM in the fall of 2020.  The 
ʻUalapuʻe ground water reservation anticipates and seeks to satisfy 
the potable and non-potable water demand of approximately 175 kuleana 
lots. 

 
During the processing of DHHL’s ʻUalapuʻe reservation request, 

CWRM inquired as to whether DHHL had any additional requests for water 

AC
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reservations for its lands on Molokaʻi. Department staff then explored 
the future water needs of other DHHL tracts on Molokaʻi. DHHL 
consultant and staff established a process for calculating Molokaʻi’s 
future water needs and provided the following estimates (see Table 1) 
for consideration and comments from beneficiaries.  A beneficiary 
consultation meeting was held on May 5, 2021 to provide Molokaʻi 
beneficiaries an opportunity to review and comment on DHHL’s proposed 
reservation requests.  This report reviews the Molokaʻi Beneficiary 
Consultation (BC) meeting held on Wednesday, May 5, 2021, from 6:30 pm 
- 8:00 pm. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, DHHL staff meet 
virtually with beneficiaries using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. 
 
DHHL Beneficiary Consultation Process 
 

The DHHL recognizes that meaningful, timely, and informative 
beneficiary consultation is necessary for the successful formulation 
and implementation of its policies, programs, and projects.  In 2009, 
the HHC adopted a Beneficiary Consultation Policy (Policy).  The 
purpose of the Policy is to ensure that appropriate beneficiary 
consultation processes and activities are incorporated into DHHL’s 
planning and decision-making.  The Policy requires BC for four types 
of proposals:  1) Statewide Policy Issues, 2) Amendments to Land Use 
Designations, 3) Development Proposals, and 4) Development of DHHL 
Plans.  In addition to the Beneficiary Consultation Policy, DHHL’s 
Water Policy Plan also states that DHHL will: “Affirmatively 
communicate our decisions, our reasoning, and our performance in 
managing, stewarding, and using water before and after major water 
decisions.” 
 

The purpose of the May 5, 2021 beneficiary consultation meeting 
was to collect beneficiary feedback and input on additional water 
reservations for groundwater on Molokaʻi.  

 
 
Beneficiary Notification 

 
Notification of the May 5, 2021, virtual Beneficiary Consultation 

meeting was announced by postcard and published on the DHHL website, 
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/po/water/. In addition, the department sent 
individual emails to homestead leaders on Molokaʻi.  
 

 
BENEFICIARY CONSULTATION MEETING 
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Approximately 20 individuals participated in the Zoom Beneficiary 
Consultation meeting. Meeting attendees did not sign a physical sign-
in sheet due to their participation via a video conferencing platform.  
The video conferencing platform did provide the capability for DHHL to 
record the meeting and post it to its website.  The recording of the 
meeting can be on the DHHL website: 

 
https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/po/water/ 

 
The meeting commenced with a presentation of the DHHL Planning 

System and relevant department plans--specifically, the 2014 Water 
Policy Plan and the 2019 Molokaʻi Island Plan. Department staff also 
presented a review of DHHL’s Molokaʻi tracts from Hoʻolehua to 
ʻUalapuʻe along with their planned land use designations.  

 
The map below—created for and shown to beneficiaries during the 

BC—displays the lands within the trust corpus and delineates Molokaʻi 
into the four aquifer sector areas and sixteen system areas as 
established by CWRM. The map also locates DHHL’s water systems in 
addition to the sustainable yield of each system area.  
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Following this overview of DHHL policies and plans concerning the 

island’s water resources, staff updated beneficiaries on the 
departmentʻs water use permit application for the Kualapuʻu aquifer 
and the potential for the department to request and establish water 
reservations for its other lands on Molokaʻi. DHHL also provided 
foundational information defining and clarifying water reservations, 
along with a synopsis of the process and relevant laws.  Based on the 
foundational information, the presentation concluded with an overview 
of DHHL’s proposed ground water reservation requests on the island of 
Molokaʻi.  A summary of the ground water reservation requests are 
found in Table 1 below. 
 
 
 Table 1 – Proposed DHHL Ground Water Reservation Requests 

DHHL Tract Calculated Demand 
(MGD) 

Reservation 
Request 
(MGD) 

Aquifer System 
Area 
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Kapaʻakea /  
Makakupaʻia / 
Kamiloloa 

0.1716 0.1716 Kawela 

Kapaʻakea /  
Makakupaʻia / 
Kamiloloa 

5.413 1.0 Kamiloloa 

Kalamaʻula 0.0342 0.0342 Kawela 

Kalamaʻula 0.0378 0.0378 Kawela 

Kalamaʻula 0.530 0.530 Pālāˈau 

 
 

Following the presentation, participants were asked to provide 
feedback and comments on the department’s additional groundwater 
reservation. DHHL staff posed three questions to participants: 

 
1) Are the additional reservation requests adequate? 
2) Are there any water needs that DHHL did not account for?  
3) Are the criteria for developing water and identifying 
reservation areas complete, or should other factors be 
considered? 
 

The following section summarizes beneficiary comments provided during 
the discussion portion of the consultation meeting as well as 
additional comments received from beneficiaries during the 30-day 
comment period May 5, 2021 to June 4, 2021.  Comments included 
responses to the above questions, comments on water issues in general, 
as well as questions related to water resource management and the laws 
that relate to water resource management.  A full record of 
beneficiary comments, questions, and DHHL responses to questions are 
memorialized in the meeting notes that are included as Exhibit B. 
 

Summary of Beneficiary Comments 
 

Beneficiary comments related to DHHL’s proposed groundwater 
reservation request can be grouped into two major themes as follows: 

IITEMEXHIBIT A
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(1) DHHL should seek more water in its CWRM reservation request than 
the amount it is currently asking for; 
 

• DHHL should look into additional water reservation from the 
Kualapuʻu aquifer, considering the amount of land which it 
serves; 

• 600 gallons per day (the amount per home that DHHL is 
basing its calculations on) is not a reasonable amount of 
water for residences.  Kalamaʻula and Hoʻolehua are really 
dry areas, and the water evaporates extremely fast.  The 
numbers are too conservative and we need to increase those 
estimates; 

 
(2) Taking too much water from the ground will have a negative impact 
on natural and cultural resources; 
 

• I have major concerns about taking water from the ground 
because that will have major impacts on fishing, coastlines, 
reefs, and our farms. 

• We’re talking about DHHL stuff in isolation while there are so 
many things going on simultaneously.  The biggest problem I 
see is people in the same “glass”, sucking on straws so close 
together.  The impacts from these actions are being seen on 
the shorelines and reefs. 

 
Given these two important perspectives on DHHL’s groundwater 

reservation requests, DHHL needs to balance beneficiary water needs 
with the ecological impacts that excessive water use may cause.  As 
such, DHHL is recommending no changes to the amounts of its 
groundwater reservation requests that it presented to beneficiaries. 

 
Additionally, beneficiaries also provided the following manaʻo 

during the meeting: 
 

• DHHL should support the Molokai community’s advocacy to 
designate Molokaʻi as a surface water management area; 

• CWRM has historically failed to timely act on DHHL’s 
Kualapuʻu Water Use Permit Application; 

• Beneficiary perceptions that other water purveyors on 
island (Department of Agriculture, Maui County Department 
of Water Supply) have treated DHHL beneficiaries 
inequitably. 
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DHHL beneficiaries also raised several questions related to 
Hawaii water laws and how they relate to DHHL’s water rights under the 
HHCA.  Those questions and answers can be found in the meeting notes 
(Exhibit B). 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

Staff respectfully requests approval as recommended.  
 

List of Exhibits 
 
EXHIBIT A:  PowerPoint Presentation 
EXHIBIT B:  Meeting Notes  



Beneficiary Consultation
Molokaʻi Groundwater Reservation Request

May 5, 2021
Meeting will start at 6:30pm

EXHIBIT AITEM G-1



• DHHL Informational Presentation

• Overview of DHHL Planning System and Molokaʻi Plans

• Water issues and initiatives on Molokaʻi

• Water rights related to reservations

• Reservation request in Groundwater Management Areas (GWMA) and non-
GWMAs

• Reservation requests methodology & amounts

• Beneficiary Questions & Manaʻo

Tonight’s Agenda EXHIBIT A



• Please keep your microphone on 
mute when you are not talking

• Type your questions in the chat 
or raise your virtual hand

• Please keep in mind this meeting 
is being recorded

House Keeping

IEXHIBIT A



• Be respectful of the person talking – please do not interrupt the person 
that is talking;

• Wait for the facilitator to call on you or type your question into the 
chat box;

• When addressing other participants (verbally or in the chat box), be 
respectful, show aloha, treat others how you would like to be treated;

• Agree to disagree — accept that others may have different 
perspectives and opinions;

• Have an open mind — take home new ideas or new information.

Meeting Kuleana



DHHL Planning System

Water Policy Plan



Molokaʻi Island Plan (2005)
• Land use designations for 25,800+ acres 

on Molokaʻi

• Different land uses have different water 
demands

• 20 year projection

EXHIBIT AEXHIBIT A



Molokaʻi Island Plan (2005)



Molokaʻi Tracts



Hoʻolehua Pālāʻau



Kalamaʻula, Kapaʻakea, Kamiloloa, Makakupaʻia



Kalaupapa



ʻUalapuʻe



Molokaʻi Regional Plan (2019)
• Priority Project -- ʻUalapuʻe Kuleana

Homestead Settlement Plan 

• Fall 2020, DHHL requested a water 
reservation in the ʻUalapuʻe aquifer 
system area (ASYA)



DHHL Water Issues on Molokaʻi

• DHHL’s Kualapuʻu WUPA

• Additional “Water 
Reservations” for 
groundwater on Molokaʻi



Kualapuʻu WUPA

• ACCEPTED April 8, 2021 – GWUPA 1100

• To be published in Maui News issues of April 26, 2021 
and May 3, 2021.

• Application to be processed within ninety (90) days from 
the date of receipt unless there are objections



Additional Molokaʻi groundwater “reservations”

• DHHL holds a reservation for Kualapuʻu 

• Our calculation: 2.905 mgd + .367 mgd



Additional Molokaʻi groundwater “reservations”

• DHHL requested a new reservation for ʻUalapuʻe for .855 mgd

• Reservations are by rulemaking in management areas

• CWRM asked: do we want any additional reservations on 
Molokaʻi?

• DHHL looking at potential needs for Kalamaʻula, Kapaʻakea, 
Kamiloloa, Makakupaʻia, Kalaupapa and Pālāʻau



What is a reservation?  
• A reservation is: 

• Kapu for future use

• CWRM protects it from other users



A reservation is not
• It is not immediate access to “wet water” 

• From reservations to “wet water” we still need:

• CIP funds

• Developing source, storage, transmission

• Detailed design

• Agreement w/county or others



Additional Molokaʻi groundwater “reservations”



Additional Molokaʻi groundwater “reservations”?



Criteria for Developing Water
• For reservations or water development, criteria include

• Source capacity (SY/IIFS)

• Proximity to and rights to connect to

• Pipelines
• Roadways
• Utilities

• Impacts on public trust and other uses



Additional Molokaʻi groundwater “reservations”?



• Be respectful of the person talking – please do not interrupt the person 
that is talking;

• Wait for the facilitator to call on you or type your question into the 
chat box;

• When addressing other participants (verbally or in the chat box), be 
respectful, show aloha, treat others how you would like to be treated;

• Agree to disagree — accept that others may have different 
perspectives and opinions;

• Have an open mind — take home new ideas or new information.

Meeting Kuleana



Discussion

Are the additional 
reservation requests 

adequate?



Discussion

Are there any water needs 
that DHHL did not account 

for?



Discussion

Criteria for developing water and identifying 
reservation areas 

Source capacity

Proximity and rights to connect to infrastructure

Impacts on other public trust uses Is this list complete? Are there 
any other factors to consider?



Closing & Next Steps
• Comment Deadline – Friday, June 4, 2021 (Please email 

dhhl.planning@hawaii.gov)

• Beneficiary Consultation Report & Recommendations - Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Meeting (June / July)

• DHHL to Submit Water Reservation Request to State Commission 
on Water Resource Management (CWRM) (August)

• CWRM act on DHHL Water Reservation (TBD)

• DHHL will seek incorporation of its reservations into Maui County 
DWS’s Molokaʻi Water Use & Development Plan

mailto:dhhl.planning@hawaii.gov


Contacts
DHHL Planning:  

dhhl.planning@hawaii.gov

Andrew Choy, Acting Planning 
Program Manager (DHHL) 
andrew.h.choy@hawaii.gov

mailto:dhhl.planning@hawaii.gov
mailto:andrew.h.choy@hawaii.gov


A hui hou!

Mahalo for your time and 
joining us this evening! 



USGS Study
• Published January 30, 2020

• Funders:  DHHL, USGS, OHA, County

• Presented to HHC Oct 2020

• Important for DHHL Water Use Permit Application (WUPA), 
reservations



Kualapuʻu WUPA
• Drafted February – October 2020

• Extensive consultation w/CWRM staff

• Seeks water for Kalamaʻula Mauka, Nāʻiwa, Hoʻolehua, and 210 additional 
connections

• Submitted October 12, 2020

• December 18, 2020 CWRM requested addt’l info

• DHHL responded March 26, 2021

• CWRM asked for new information March 31



Maui County ʻUalapuʻe WUPA
• HHC approved the Molokaʻi Regional Plan February 18, 2020

• Includes 175 kuleana homestead lots at ʻUalapuʻe

• May of 2020:  Maui County requests a WUPA for their ʻUalapuʻe 
system for additional uses and “flushing”

• DHHL asked for water, and a reservation

• CCH hearing granted in October 2020

• County withdrew application in March 2021
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Molokai Reservation Request  
May 5, 2021 Beneficiary Consultation Meeting Notes 
Q = Question, A = Answer, C = Comment 
 
Q: Is the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act (HHCA) a higher law than the Hawaiʻi Water Code? 
What is the relationship between the Water Code and the HHCA? 
 
Q: If DHHL takes water beyond their present allocation, what is CWRM’s recourse?  

A: In short, DHHL has been doing so for many years, technically the water commission 
can try to fine DHHL, and the department would fight it vigorously. Molokai Ranch has 
no permit to water, and they continue to pump water from Kualapuʻu and it has not been 
enforced against them, among other things, there would be a basic equity issue.  
 

C: DHHL should look into an additional water reservation from the Kualapuʻu aquifer, 
considering the amount of land (approximately 18,000 acres; Hoʻolehua, Pālāʻau, and 
Kalamaʻula) which it services. 
 
Q: Is Waihānau considered groundwater or surface water? Waihānau is a DHHL water source 
and could, if designed that way, help serve Kalamaʻula. It’s unclear whether that is surface water 
or groundwater. 

A: Pursuant to the water code, the water commission can delineate groundwater (gw) 
areas and surface water (sw) areas or a combination thereof. We know that gw and sw are 
intimately intertwined. Although the commission has always managed them separately, 
they are not legally required to do so. Your question highlights one of the key issues in 
managing water and how the current management system is inadequate. 
 

C: DHHL should be an active part in having a surface water designation for Molokaʻi because 
that is going to impact how much water goes into the aquifer for the Kamiloloa ahupuaʻa. The 
water from the mountain is coming from Kawela all the way down and crossing approximately 
12 ahupuaʻa. Therefore, we need to have some control of that water to ensure we have enough 
water for areas such as Makakupaʻia, another 5,000-acre parcel.  
 
C: There needs to be an inquiry into the amount of land that is able to be developed for Hawaiian 
homesteading, considering the pressure from DHHL’s waitlist and the amount of water needed 
for this area. 
 
C: Our community and DHHL must carefully consider the amount of water we’re asking for 
because once we move forward with a reservation, others will come after and take the remainder. 
 

ITEM G-1 EXHIBIT B
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Q: What is the department’s timetable for answering water meters requests by lessees in 
scattered lots in Hoʻolehua and Kalamaʻula? It’s concerning because some of these lessees have 
waited since 2016 for a water meter.  

A: The department is currently pumping over its permitted use and therefore, is unable to 
issue new water meters. The water commission has accepted DHHL’s water use permit 
application as complete. The water commission has 90 days to act on this application. 
Once approved, the department will be able to issue meters because it will be authorized 
to pump more water.  
A: DHHL has invested in studies to determine the amount of water it can responsibly 
withdraw water from this aquifer. Ultimately, the HHC may make a policy call. In other 
words, the HHC can decide to issue meters, if they feel the water commission is 
“dragging its feet.” This action, however, may have consequences, such as fines from the 
water commission.  
A: As you folks are aware, the Hoʻolehua system is very old. The current pumping 
activity we’re doing on this system puts a lot of stress on the components of the system. 
The department is doing massive improvements on the system that began this year. Once 
we have a better utility system with functioning parts, we can revisit this issue. 
 

C: There needs to be some type of redress and consideration for the ways in which the state’s 
water commission has treated homesteaders over the past 30-35 years since the enactment of the 
water code. CWRM’s nonfeasance has directly impacted families’ ability to get on their lands, 
lands they have been awarded yet they are unable to occupy because they do not have access to 
water.  
 
Q: Is Kapaʻakea included in the current rerouting of DHHL water pipes? Or is the new 
construction solely focused on Kualapuʻu, Kalamaʻula, and Hoʻolehua?  

A: No, Kapaʻakea will not be included. The current construction project is to upgrade and 
replace the existing system. The current construction is not going to expand the DHHL 
Hoʻolehua water system to areas not being currently served.  
 

Q: When Maui County has repairs and maintenance on their water pipes, they rely on DHHL to 
provide water to their customers that pass through Kapaʻakea. If DHHL is able to service Maui 
County at those times, what is stopping DHHL from providing water to their homesteaders in 
Kapaʻakea? 

A: It may be a capacity issue with the existing system, it might not be able to supply 
water to Kapaʻakea on a full-time basis. We will check on this.  

 
C: In terms of its procedures, it seems like CWRM has no deadlines and is, therefore, able to 
withhold water from homesteaders on a technicality. The lack of deadlines fails to hold CWRM 
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accountable to the homesteader communities and the outstanding water issues that go 
unaddressed. 
 
C: When the department discusses water policies and issues, is it possible to keep that 
conversation separate from a discussion on land issues?  
 
C: The Molokaʻi Island Plan, does not reflect the ʻUalapuʻe project.  
 
C: DHHL did not address the water problems in 2004 and 2005. This is concerning because it 
seems as if the beneficiaries’ needs were forgotten and left unaddressed. 
 
Q: Is there an existing water pipe in Kamalō that can be easily piped over to ʻUalapuʻe?  
 A: We will research this question and get back to the community with an answer.  
 
Q: Do DHHL beneficiaries, as Hawaiians, have first rights to domestic water use over Maui 
County? 

A: On paper, yes. DHHL and its beneficiaries are supposed to come before any private 
commercial use of water, which includes the municipal uses of the county. The struggle 
over water in Hawaiʻi, however, has been to get the law actually followed.   

 
Q: What exactly are we asking CWRM for that we need to be involved in as homesteaders? 

A: Initially, we were asking for a future water reservation for ʻUalapuʻe for .855 MGD, 
for the already approved Kuleana Homestead Plan that was adopted by the HHC with the 
updated Molokaʻi Regional Plan. This reservation is for domestic needs for 175 kuleana 
lots and agricultural needs, such as irrigation. The water commission then asked if DHHL 
has any other reservations. Upon review, we have some preliminary calculations, 
however, we wanted to conduct beneficiary consultations prior to submitting other 
reservation requests to CWRM. Our questions to the beneficiaries include should we be 
asking for reservations in different aquifers or for these same aquifers?  
 

Q: Does the reservation amount we would potentially ask for come out of one well? 
A: No. To fully use our existing reservation in Kualapuʻu, we will need new wells 
eventually.  
 

Q: Does DHHL also serve Nāʻiwa, non-homesteaders that the County should be serving? 
A: I am not sure but I will check. We do have some pipes in the Nāʻiwa subdivision with 
hydrants. Our goal and plan are to try and get water into our subdivision. As it relates to 
servicing non-homesteaders in that area, I have to double-check.  
A: In general, as a regulated public water system under the Department of Health, DHHL 
is required to service any members of the public that are close to or within our water 
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system. The same rules apply to the County. If there are homesteaders near the County’s 
system, they are required to serve them. 
 

Q: Does anyone know if the County used to use water coming out of the MIS to service county 
people before the water went into the MIS? Can the water from the MIS also be used for 
drinking water? 
 
C: I have concerns about taking water from the ground because that will have major impacts on 
fishing, coastlines, reefs, and our farms.  
 
C: DHHL should look into taking over the Molokaʻi Irrigation System to ensure that 
homesteaders have water. The ability to expand the system to serve every homesteader is the 
responsibility of the Department of Agriculture and they have not taken action to ensure that 
every homestead lot has access to irrigation water.  
 
C: DHHL should support the move to designate Molokaʻi as a water management area. This 
action would ensure that we have the ability to cautiously manage our water resources. Our water 
resources should be left in place rather than transferred over 13 ahupaʻa throughout the island. 
 
C: Does DHHL need to build new wells in Kualapuʻu or should the County vacate their well? 
 
C: All the water issues on Molokaʻi, the HHC should be pressing the water commission on. 
 
Q: What is the status of the Hawaiian Homes seat on the Maui County Water Board? 

A: SB1122 was one of the bills DHHL introduced in this year’s legislative session. The 
bill sought to achieve 5 things:  

1) if the counties have capacity on their system, they must reserve some of that 
capacity for DHHL to utilize in order to provide water to homestead areas  
2) if the county does not have the capacity and the department would have to 
develop a new water source, the department will be permitted to keep all the 
water from that source. The current practice is that the county takes ⅓ of the 
water that a developer develops for its own use 
3) require each county BWS to reserve a seat for an individual to represent DHHL 
in the county BWS decisions 
4) require counties to annually report on how much capacity it might have in its 
systems that could serve DHHL  
5) require the counties to gain water licenses from the state because they provide 
water for commercial purposes as well 
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C: It is appalling that homesteaders have to beg for water that we have a preference for. 
Homesteaders gave up water rights to help the rest of the people on Molokai to our detriment. 
The trust has deteriorated over the years between state departments and the homestead 
communities. More collaboration is needed from community members and the department to 
resolve the water issues.  
 
Q: Does the Hawaiʻi Water Code or Hawaiian Homes Commission Act authorize the HHC or the 
County to enter into a formal agreement for the County to utilize DDHL water rights for DHHL 
customers that are served by the Kualapuʻu water system? The County currently takes water 
from the same place that DHHL takes water except the County pushes it across the island which 
is highly inefficient. Additionally, we are not achieving equity under the law when Hoʻolehua 
and Kalamaʻula homesteaders benefit from DHHL water rates while Kapaʻakea and others pay 
higher rates. Would there be a way for the County to apply DHHL’s water rates for those 
homesteaders? 

A: I’m not aware of anything that would prohibit the HHC through the department to 
enter into an agreement with the County to try and effectuate those kinds of actions. I’m 
not sure, whether on the County side, in terms of their rules and regulations, they would 
be allowed to charge a different rate of water for similarly situation customers. The 
County may also be concerned about an equal protection lawsuit if they charged different 
rates to homesteaders. 
A: Another factor to consider is the department’s water rates for Hoʻolehua, which are 
still well below current water rates for the County system. I would caution folks against 
comparing rates because water system costs are different. For example, the cost to 
operate and manage DHHL’s water system is different from the County’s costs. 
Additionally, should the department reach a formal agreement with the County -- that the 
department’s customers are charged a different rate from what the County’s customers 
pay -- the County will likely argue that the trust should make up the difference and 
subsidize the homesteaders because of the costs to the County to operate and manage the 
system. 
 

C: One reason the County water rates are so high is because its water source is in Kualapuʻu and 
they service Kaunakakai and East End. This is inefficient because if the source was closer to 
where they serve, the County’s distribution cost -- because of electricity -- would be lower.  

 
C: 600 gpd is not a reasonable amount of water for residences. Kalamaʻula and Hoʻolehua are 
really dry areas, and the water evaporates extremely fast. The numbers that we are using are too 
conservative and we need to increase those estimates.  
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C: Due to climate change, the amount of water required per acre to farm has almost doubled. It 
would be best to overestimate the amount of water we need to mitigate the water that is not being 
accounted for. 
 
C: I do not believe 2.5 million gallons of water per day is enough. However, we do need to be 
strategic because if we ask for more, they [CWRM] may not take action on our reservation.  
 
C: It is not an efficient use of funds to spend money transporting water to Kapaʻakea to serve a 
small number of ʻohana. Would it be possible to negotiate an agreement with the county to serve 
water to that community? Presently, DHHL supplies water to Kalai. Therefore, would it be 
possible for DHHL to request that the County provide water to the DHHL community in 
Kapaʻakea in exchange for providing the County’s water needs in Kalai? Otherwise, DHHL 
should advocate to ensure that Molokaʻi has a seat on the County’s water board. Relatedly, 
DHHL did try to transfer their water system over to the County in the ’80s but that was 
unsuccessful. 
 
C: The County Water Board does not recognize DHHL’s first rights to water.  
 
C: DHHL fixes the MIS when it is down. Should DHHL take over the system since DHHL is the 
entity that fixes it? 
 
C: In terms of water issues on Molokaʻi, reservations are only one small part of it. However, it is 
a way to kapu DHHL’s and beneficiaries’ future demands.  
 
C: We’re talking about DHHL stuff in isolation while there are so many things going on 
simultaneously. The biggest problem I see is people in the same “glass,” sucking on straws so 
close together. The impacts from these actions are being seen on the shorelines and reefs.  
 
C: The County is considering developing another well somewhere because the Kawela well is 
not doing well. At the same time, there is a legal issue regarding surface waters in the Kawela 
River. Impacts to surface waters have an impact on the County’s well, which will likely impact 
the Kawela development.  
 
C: Well 17 has been operating for 10-20 years without a permit and has a huge impact on the 
shoreline. This needs to be investigated because they do not have a permit and they are pumping 
1 million gallons of water.  
 
C: The County is going to run into major problems as they try to install a new well, therefore, 
they should take over Well 17. In addition, the County should try to get a reservation below 1 
million gallons to take pressure off the salt content in the ʻUalapuʻe aquifer.  
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C: Our community should also be mindfulof the other water battles around us that all 
interconnect and will likely impact our ability to feed our families and natural resources.  
 
C: Maybe DHHL can work toward having homestead rates or farm rates. For example, a law that 
can ensure homesteaders have the same rates as their counterparts. 
 
C: Well 17, the County well, and DHHL’s well all impact each other. The more pumping there is 
from a single area, the more intense the effects are on the reef. With that in mind, DHHL based 
its permit on the understanding that it can mitigate the impacts to the coastal resources. DHHL’s 
permit, however, does not vouch for any additional effects that might occur from Well 17. 
Additionally, the department asked the commission to consider its water use permit separately 
and before considering the Ranch or the County’s permit. CWRM has advertised DHHL’s 
application and has not advertised the Ranch’s application. 
 
C: Re: ʻUalapuʻe. When the County withdrew its water use permit, there was an appearance of 
discrimination against DHHL beneficiaries.  
 
C: The County continues to waste water by flushing its pipes.  
 
C: ʻAhahui members conducted shoreline scoping in ʻUalapuʻe and discovered that majority of 
the residents had underground wells that were freshwater, which becomes brackish.  
 
C: The County should have a working relationship with DHHL.  
 
C: The closest proximity to ʻUalapuʻe was Wailau and Pelekunu, which is right over the hill 
from ʻUalapuʻe. Therefore, if the County can go in and do diversions, then let’s put a “straw” in 
for ʻUalapuʻe. 
 
C: Molokaʻi does not have representation on the Maui BWS. Testimony needs to be sent to 
advocate for representation for Molokaʻi on the Maui BWS.  
 
C: Notably, the County is starting their Molokaʻi water use and development plan process. It’s 
critical for the beneficiaries, DHHL, and the community to be involved in and articulate their 
concerns and needs.  
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STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

 
July 19-20, 2021 

 
 
To:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
Thru: Andrew H. Choy, Acting Planning Program Manager 
 
From: Pearlyn L. Fukuba, Planner plf 
 
Subject: For Information Only – Status Update on Plan 

Implementation in the Kona Moku Island of Oʻahu 
 
Recommended Action 
 
 For information only. No action required. 
 
Background 
 

By request of the Chairman, the Planning Office provides the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission (HHC) with a status report on prior 
policies and/or plans that affect lands and homestead 
communities where the HHC conducts its monthly community 
meeting.  For July 2021, the Planning Office is providing an 
update on implementation of various plans and programs for the 
Kona Moku planning region. 
 
Discussion 
 
EXISTING PLANS & IMPLEMENTATION STATUS 
 
O‘ahu Island Plan Policies Related to the Kona Moku 
 

The purpose of each DHHL Island Plan is to: 
 
(1) Provide a comprehensive resource for planning and land 

management purposes; 
(2) Establish land use designations (LUD) for all land 

holdings to promote orderly land use development and 
efficient development of infrastructure systems; and  

(3) Identify island-wide needs, opportunities, and 
priorities.   

 

AC
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The O‘ahu Island Plan (OIP)was adopted by the HHC in 2014.  
The Island Plan delineated four planning districts, or moku, for 
the island of O‘ahu:  Wai‘anae, ‘Ewa, Kona, and Ko‘olaupoko. 

 
Within the Kona moku, the OIP identifies the following land 

use designations and acreage amounts for lands within the 
ahupua‘a and/or homestead areas of Moanalua, Kapālama, Papakōlea, 
Kewalo, Kalāwahine Streamside, and Mō‘ili‘ili, summarized in 
Table 1 below. See Exhibit A, DHHL Landholdings, and Exhibit B, 
Honolulu Ahupua‘a Land Use Designations.  

 

Land Use 
Designation 

(LUD) 
Moanalua 
(acres) 

Kapālama 
(acres) 

Papakōlea, 
Kewalo & 
Kalāwahine 
(acres) 

Mō‘ili‘ili 
(acres) 

Share of 
O‘ahu LUD 

Special 
District -- -- 15 -- 6% 
Conservation -- -- 70 -- 3% 
General Ag -- --  --  
Residential -- -- 90 -- 5% 
Pastoral -- -- -- --  
Subsistence 
Ag -- -- -- --  
Supplemental 
Ag -- -- -- --  
Industrial 15 2   3% 

Community Use -- -- 2 -- 1% 
Commercial -- 3  2 5% 

TOTALS 15 5 177 2 
23% 

199 acres  
  Table 1 Kona Moku LUD Summary 
 
O‘ahu Island Plan Implementation Status 
 

Since the OIP was adopted in July 2014, no land use 
amendments or updates to the Papakōlea region have been proposed 
or are being considered.  The plan acknowledges that from the 
standpoint of proximity to employment, this is an ideal location 
for homestead residents employed within the Primary Urban Core 
of Honolulu.  However, the following are constraints to 
additional residential homestead development of these lands, 
including infill strategies such as secondary dwelling units: 
 

• steep slopes -- potential for rock falls and instability 
• aging water and sewer lines 
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• drainage and flooding issues 
• lack of off-street parking 

 
Fifteen (15) acres within the Moanalua ahupua‘a and five (5) 

acres within the Kapālama ahupua‘a are used strictly for revenue 
generation at this time.  Both areas were examined for potential 
transit-oriented redevelopment opportunities. 
 

The Moanalua and Kapālama properties had existing low rise 
light industrial and commercial uses when they were added to the 
inventory, and are designated as such in the OIP. Both areas now 
fall within Honolulu City and County Transit-Oriented 
Development (TOD) planning areas for transit stations along the 
HART rail transit line and DHHL worked with consultants to 
examine opportunities and identify conceptual plans for the 
Moanalua Kai (Shafter Flats) and Kapālama properties.   
Geotechnical studies determined the capacity of the lands to 
accommodate proposed redevelopment, which then had to be revised 
to reflect potential impacts from sea level rise.  
 

The conceptual plans for the Moanalua Kai properties, with 
the majority of leases expiring in 2022, envision continued 
industrial uses and will feature some multi-level, high-density 
industrial buildings on the more mauka portion, while conceptual 
plans for the Kapālama properties, which have longer-term 
leases, will feature mixed-use high rises with a residential 
component. DHHL is seeking to coordinate with the largest 
landholder in the area, Kamehameha Schools, regarding its 
redevelopment plans. 

 
The final report recommentions include: 
 

• lower density redevelopment 
• an “as is” scenario for parts of the area 
• thorough consideration of early termination or 

restructuring of the existing uncovered leases 
• consideration of the environmental and site condition data 

that were uncovered 
 
The 2-acre Mō‘ili‘ili site, the former Bowl-O-Drome building 

and parking lot, is being redeveloped as the Departmentʻs first 
high-rise affordable rental project and will provide 
beneficiaries an opportunity to live within Honoluluʻs urban 
core.  Upon completion, the 210-foot, 23-story high rise is 
expected to have 270 living units, management offices, laundry 
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and mailroom, community facilities, retail space and a parking 
structure. 

  
  
Papakōlea Regional Plan and Priority Projects 
 

The Papakōlea Regional Plan was prepared in 2009 as part of 
DHHL’s Regional Plan update process for the lands within the 
Honolulu Ahupua‘a.  In June 2019, DHHL initiated the process to 
update the regional plan and the updated plan was adopted by the 
HHC in July 2020. 
  

The planning process engaged the Papakōlea, Kewalo, and 
Kalāwahine Streamside lessees and their ‘ohana in identification 
of vision, values, issues and needs, development of a list of 
priority projects, and preparation of a draft and final Regional 
Plan Update.  The beneficiaries identified the following 
Priority Projects: 

 
• Native Hawaiian Education and Culture Community 

Center/Hawaiian Homestead Kūpuna Supportive Living 
Center (combines two Priority Projects) 

• Build a New Community Center 
• Care Home for Kūpuna 
• Traffic Safety Program 

 
Papakōlea Regional Plan Implementation Status 
 

Table 2, below, describes each Priority Project and the 
current status: 

 
  Table 2 Papakōlea Regional Plan Implementation Status 

Priority Project Description Current Status 
Native Hawaiian 
Education and Culture 
Community Center/ 
Hawaiian Homestead 
Kūpuna Supportive 
Living Center 
(combines two 
Priority Projects) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This project will provide a place for social, 
educational and cultural enrichment for 
ʻohana, serving beneficiaries fron infant to 
kūpuna.  Partnerships with other Native 
Hawaiian organizations and community 
programs will help to provide quality 
services, including Hawaiian Language 
classes, classrooms and offices for Native 
Hawaiian practitioners and businesses, 
playground and open space, full kitchen, 
garden and aquaculture area, farm space 
for native plants/medicinal plants/fruit 
trees, cultural walking path and parking. 

In 2021, the Papakōlea 
Community Development 
Corporation (PCDC) contracted 
Group70 International (G70) to 
facilitate the development of 
design and community 
visioning charettes.   On April 
17, 2021 and May 8, 2021, two 
community meetings were held 
to review past work, confirm 
the vision for the property and 
collect feedback on draft 
renderings. 
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Priority Project Description Current Status 
Continued: 
7Native Hawaiian 
Education and Culture 
Community Center/ 
Hawaiian Homestead 
Kūpuna Supportive 
Living Center 
(combines two 
Priority Projects) 

DHHL executed a Right-of-
Entry permit for site visits and 
archaeological assessments.  On 
June 8, 2021, a site visit was 
conducted with Keala Pono – 
Archaeological Consultants, and 
cultural practitioner.  
 
PCDC also secured funds to 
complete the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and additional 
planning for the Native 
Hawaiian Education and 
Culture Community Center. 
 
A Memorandum of 
Understanding was executed 
with the Hawaiʻi Community 
Development Board, (HCDB) 
which will assist in the 
financing and development of 
the Hawaiian Homestead 
Kūpuna Supportive Living 
Center.  PCDC and HCDB are 
working to secure fuds to 
complete additional plans, 
including the EA. 
 

Build a New 
Community Center 

The community has outgrown the current 
facilitiies located at 2150 Tantalus Drive.  
Major renovations are needed to address 
the lack of parking, lack of use for outdoor 
courts/play areas, lack of access for 
kūpuna and disabled persons, the need for 
air conditioning and old or outdated 
structures that need replacement.  Instead 
of continued repair and renovation, the 
community would like to invest in the 
demolition of the existing structures and 
the construction of a new facility that is 
better able to meet the current and future 
needs of this homestead. 

While working to build a new 
community center, PCDC 
secured funds to replace the 
playground, install turf on the 
lawn area and make 
improvements to the basketball 
courts. 
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Priority Project Description Current Status 
Care Home for 
Kūpuna 

The community envisions a care home for 
kūpuna to provide care services to 
families that need assistance.  The project 
would provide services such as adult day-
care, respite care services and specialized 
care for adults with dementia.  Families 
who are balancing the needs of their day-
to-day lices and the added are needs of 
their kūpuna would have a safety and 
qualified place within their community. 

Not implemented.  A champion 
for this project will need to be 
identified. 

Traffic Safety Program The Papakōlea region is located along the 
steep hillsides of Pūowaina and the base of 
the Koʻolau mountains.  The streets are 
winding roadways that switch back-and-
forth throughout the homesteads.  The 
majority of the two-land roads do not have 
sidewalks and have limited crosswalks.  
The lack of off-street parking results in 
crowded roadways with parked vehicles, 
including abandoned vehicles. 

PCDC worked with the City and 
County of Honolulu and Blue 
Zones Projects to assess the 
sidewalks and crosswalks along 
the Papakōlea Conmunity Park 
and Center on Tantalus Drive.  
Upon receipt of 
recommendations, a 
community meeting will be 
held to gather input and 
feedback, and to finalize the 
traffic safety improvements for 
Tantalus Drive.  The PCDC 
intends to secure funds to make 
the improvements. 

   
Recommendation 
 
 For information only. No action required. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

 
July 19-20, 2021 

 
 
 
To:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
Thru: Andrew H. Choy, Acting Planning Program Manager 
 
From: Nancy M. McPherson, Planner 
 
Subject: For Information Only – Update on Statewide Initiatives and 

Actions Related to Climate Change and Resilience 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
None; for information only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Context 
 
 This informational submittal serves as a periodic update to the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission (HHC) regarding Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands (DHHL) Planning Office initiatives and activities in the areas 
of climate change adaptation (CCA) and sea level rise mitigation 
(SLR), community resilience planning (CRP) and hazard mitigation 
(HazMit), within the underlying framework of sustainability. The 
Planning Office last provided the HHC with an update on these topics 
at the June 17-18, 2019 HHC Meeting in Kapolei, O‘ahu. Previous 
updates include April of 2019 and an update on coastal zone 
management issues in September of 2016, which were also provided as 
exhibits with the June 2019 submittal. An update was not provided 
during 2020 due to COVID-19 response priorities. See Table 1, 
“CCA/SLR/CRP/CZM Info Submittals”, below, listing all informational 
submittals on these topics provided to the HHC to date. 
 
 This update is intended to build on and refer to past submittals 
as background information. The science of climate change and sea 
level rise has evolved rapidly over the last several years, and there 
are many studies and papers that government agencies must be aware of 
and include in policy development. A wealth of additional information 
may be viewed and/or downloaded via the weblinks provided in this 
submittal, particularly from the State of Hawai‘i Climate Change 
Portal at climate.hawaii.gov.   

AC
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HHC Meeting Item No. & Title Topics/Description 
June 17-18, 
2019 (O‘ahu) 

Item G-1, Update on 
DHHL Efforts: Climate 
Change and Sea Level 
Rise Adaptation, 
Community Resilience 
and Hazard Mitigation 
on Hawaiian Home 
Lands, Statewide  

Reviewed federal, 
state & county 
activities June 2018 
to June 2019. Emphasis 
placed on best 
practices and 
integration of coastal 
zone management, 
community resilience, 
disaster preparedness, 
vulnerability analysis 
& hazard mitigation 
planning. 

April 15-16, 
2019 (Moloka‘i) 

Item G-3, Moloka‘i 
Planning Projects 
Status (pages 5-15) 

So. Molokai Shoreline 
Erosion Management 
Plan (SM-SEMP) Phase 
I; CCA & SLR planning 
activities at federal, 
state & county levels.  

June 18-19, 
2018 (O‘ahu) 

Item G-4, Update on 
DHHL Efforts: Climate 
Change & Sea Level 
Rise Adaptation, 
Community Resilience 
& Hazard Mitigation 
on Hawaiian Home 
Lands, Statewide 

First update, per HHC 
request at April 2018 
meeting. Reviewed 
federal, state & 
county activities 
Sept. 2016 to June 
2018. Continued to 
recommend integrated, 
ahupua‘a based 
approach.   

September 19-
20, 2016 (Maui) 

Item G-6, Planning 
for our Makai 
Communities - 
Integrating Coastal 
Zone Management, 
Community Resilience 
& Hazard Mitigation 
on Hawaiian Home 
Lands Along the 
Shoreline, Statewide  

Outlined CZM 
jurisdictional issues, 
DHHL CZM reviews, CZM, 
CCA, CRP & disaster 
preparedness efforts 
at state, county & 
homestead community 
levels; listed 
potential funding 
sources.     

 Table 1 – CCA/SLR/CRP/CZM Info Submittals  
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 Since the June 2019 informational update, there have continued 
to be developments in governmental responses and initiatives at 
county, state and federal levels of government to plan for and adapt 
to climate change and sea level rise impacts and to improve and 
integrate disaster preparedness, hazard mitigation and community 
resilience planning. Significant legislation has also made its way 
through the State Legislature in 2020 and 2021, as will be outlined 
later in this submittal.    
 
 The DHHL continues to participate in state and county efforts on 
an ongoing basis, while adding new implementation activities as those 
opportunities present themselves. The Chairman, Deputy and Planning 
Office staff have met internally to discuss CCA, SLR, CRP and CZM 
issues and have been attending meetings of the Hawai‘i Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation Commission (State Climate Commission), and 
the Honolulu City and County’s Climate Change Commission (CCC), as 
well as special events and activities such as climate change and sea 
level rise webinars and conferences. The next meeting of the State 
Climate Commission is Tuesday, July 19. In addition, DHHL has been 
participating in various climate change and sustainability groups 
that are pursuing or have obtained grant funding, with DHHL 
potentially providing an in-kind match of staff time. See Table 2 
below, “Summary of Major CCA/SLR/CRP/CZM Activities since June 2019.”  
 

Activity/Project Date Topics/Description 
Hawai`i Climate Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation Commission 
(State Climate 
Commission) Meetings 
 
climate.hawaii.gov/ 
hi-commission/ 

Apr. 7, 
2021 
 

Carbon pricing; Nature-
based resilience & adapta-
tion; Report on status of 
climate mitigation & adap-
tation bills in 2021 Leg 
Session; HI Climate 
Exchange 

Oct. 28, 
2020 

Flexible adaptation 
pathways; Guidance for 
addressing SLR in Community 
Planning; Guidance for 
using SLR-XA in local 
planning & permitting; 
Transportation system GHG 
reduction; Carbon tax 

May 13, 
2020 

Climate change & Post-COVID 
recovery; Green New Deal 
for Transportation; 
Feminist Recovery Plan for 
COVID-19 
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Activity/Project Date Topics/Description 
Nov. 6, 
2019 

Climate equity; Ground 
transportation emissions 
reductions & GHG sequestra-
tion; Climate Ready Hawai‘i 
& SLR adaptation   

Sept. 4, 
2019 

2020 Leg climate legisla-
tion priorities & coordi-
nation; Ground transporta-
tion emissions reduction; 
SLR adaptation; Climate 
equity  

July 17, 
2019 

Guidance for disaster 
recovery preparedness; 
Climate change legislation; 
Public fleet transition to 
renewable energy 

2020 Hawai`i Climate 
Conference – Hā O Ke 
Kai  
 
climate.hawaii.gov/ 
conference/ 

Jan. 13-
14, 2020   

Update on progress of State 
climate change initiatives 
& implementation; emphasis 
on effective communication 
of current research & 
creative ways to convey 
difficult messages 

Hawai`i Ocean 
Resources Management 
Plan - Coordinated 
Working Group (ORMP-
CWG) & Council on 
Ocean Resources (COR) 
 
planning.hawaii.gov/  
czm/ormp/  
 

July 1, 
2021 
COR 

Briefing on 2020 ORMP: 
General info, Focus Area 
implementation status, 
Future actions; Status of 
ORMP-related bills awaiting 
Governor’s signature  

June 3, 
2021 
ORMP-CWG 

Update on CZMP projects; 
Legislative wrap-up; 
strategic planning for ORMP 
outreach & imp’n; SDOT-
Highways looking at nature-
based solutions for erosion  

March 4, 
2021  
ORMP-CWG 

Focus Areas 2 & 3: Marine 
impacts of freshwater 
management; Intro to CWRM & 
connections to ORMP Imp’n, 
other agency partners; 
ORMP-related bills before 
2021 Legislature  

Aug. 6, 
2020  
ORMP-CWG 

2020 ORMP – Updated Plan & 
Implementation kickoff; 
discuss partner agency 
roles 
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Activity/Project Date Topics/Description 
Feb. 6, 
2020  
ORMP-CWG 

CZM Program update; ORMP 
Update; ORMP-related bills 
at 2020 Leg 

Dec. 5, 
2019  
Joint 
COR & 
ORMP-CWG 

ORMP Update - Review 
Process & Outcomes, Approve 
Focus Areas for implement-
tation; Discuss collabora-
tion on statewide issues 

Oct. 3, 
2019 
ORMP-CWG 

ORMP Update – Takeaways 
from Info Sharing Sessions, 
Process update, Vision 
Statement 

July 11, 
2019 
ORMP-CWG 

ORMP Update – discussed 
terminology, criteria for 
focus area selection & 
Action Team creation, ORMP 
vision statement 

Honolulu Climate 
Change Commission 
Meetings 
 
resilientoahu.org/ 
climate-change- 
commission 

Meets 
monthly 

Climate Change & Social 
Equity, Construction 
Industry Guidance; Climate 
Adaptation Strategy; 
Financial Risk Guidance; 
One Water; Shoreline 
Setback Guidance; Managed 
retreat strategies; carbon 
fees; State Energy 
Conservation Code  

Statewide 
Sustainability Program  

 Participated in Hawaii 2050 
State Sustainability Plan 
update 

South Molokai 
Shoreline Erosion 
Management Plan (See 
Item G-3, April 15-16, 
2019 HHC Meeting) 

July 
2018 to 
present 

Project still underway; 
fieldwork & interviews 
completed; second focus 
group TBS in late summer & 
final community meeting TBS 
in fall 

State Cesspool 
Conversion Working 
Group 

April 
2021 to 
present 

DHHL invited to attend as a 
guest; pursuing potential 
federal funding for 
cesspool conversions on HHL 
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Activity/Project Date Topics/Description 
WAI Work-4-Water  Nov. 

2020 to 
present 

Meeting with Wastewater 
Alternatives & Innovations 
(WAI) & University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa Water 
Resources Research Center 
on cesspool 
conversion/workforce 
development project on HHL 

Molokai Wetlands 
Partnership 

May 2020 
to 
present 

Participating in formation 
of partnership to restore 
wetlands on Molokai; grant 
obtained 

NFWF NCRF Grant 
Opportunity 

June-
Nov. 
2021 

Submitted proposal for So. 
Molokai Coastal Community 
Resilience Plan; if 
accepted, will build on 
recommendations of SM-SEMP 
& focus on community 
capacity building for 
nature-based solutions 

Climate Ready Hawai‘i 2021 Attended meetings of 
Natural & Working Lands 
Hui. Investigating GHG 
Sequestration opportunities 

Table 2 - Summary of Major CCA/SLR/CRP/CZM Activities since June 2019   
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Federal-level Planning Activities 
 
 DHHL has been investigating various federal programs and grant 
opportunities, mainly in the areas of community resilience planning, 
wetland restoration, and cesspool conversion. These efforts are in 
the early stages but once funded, are anticipated to be getting under 
way in late 2021 or early 2022.     
 
State-Level Initiatives 
 
 There has been significant activity at the state level since the 
June 2019 HHC update regarding climate change adaptation, sea level 
rise mitigation and community resiliency planning. Numerous bills 
related to climate change mitigation and adaptation and shoreline 
erosion were introduced for the 2020 and 2021 legislative sessions. A 
campaign to pass legislation implementing recommendations of the Sea 
Level Rise Report and guidance from the State Climate Commission was 
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renewed for the 2020 and 2021 legislative sessions, and legislation 
modernizing the state’s coastal zone management law was passed (SB 
2060). 
 
Hawai‘i 2050 - Statewide Sustainability Plan  
  
 The State Office of Planning updated the Statewide 
Sustainability Plan in July 2021. DHHL provided extensive comments to 
the draft plan. The final Plan can be downloaded here: 
planning.hawaii.gov/sustainability/hawaii2050/ 
 
Hawai‘i Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission 
  
 Despite the challenges presented by the pandemic, the Hawai‘i 
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission (State Climate 
Commission) carried out a robust agenda in 2020 and into 2021. The 
Chairman of the HHC has a seat on the Commission and has delegated 
meeting attendance to the Deputy Director, who is supported by 
Planning Office staff. 
 
 Over the last two years, the State Climate Commission has 
continued to pursue its two main areas of focus: 1) understanding and 
developing strategies to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, with 
an emphasis on mitigating ground transportation emissions by 
transitioning to clean transportation, and 2) implementing the 
recommendations of the Hawaii Sea Level Rise Vulnerability and 
Adaptation Report (SLR Report). The Commission discussed 
implementation of Sea Level Rise (SLR) guidance within the Counties’ 
planning and regulatory frameworks and ideas for nature-based 
resilience & adaptation, climate equity, and transitioning the fleet 
to renewable energy. A large area of activity was incorporating 
responses to climate change and equity concerns into the discussion 
of responses to economic and social impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
DHHL provided input into these discussions and the staff of the 
Climate Commission consistently reached out to DHHL to ensure that 
the needs of our beneficiaries were being adequately accounted for. 
For more information on its 2019 and 2020 activities, see the Climate 
Commission’s Annual Reports, accessible here: climate.hawaii.gov/hi-
commission/commission-docs/      
 
Greenhouse Gas Sequestration and Carbon Farming 
 
 DHHL has been participating in these efforts mainly through 
attendance of meetings of the State Climate Commission’s Climate 
Ready Hawai‘i, Natural & Working Lands Hui. Recognizing that a mauka-
to-makai problem needs an ahupua‘a solution, the Climate Ready 
Hawai‘i framework aims to integrate the use of nature-based solutions 
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to build climate adaptation and resiliency in ecosystems and 
communities. The DHHL Planning Office will continue to work with the 
Land Management Division (LMD) to explore more climate-friendly land 
uses and advocate for inclusion of DHHL lands in these programs when 
in the best interests of the trust and the beneficiaries.     
 
Ocean Resources Management Plan (ORMP)  
 
 DHHL staff has been attending meetings of the Council on Ocean 
Resources (COR) and the ORMP Coordinated Working Group (CWG), which 
identifies resources and recommends ORMP implementation strategies 
the ORMP. Staff monitors the discussion, shares information on DHHL’s 
coastal management and SLR adaptation efforts, and advocates for the 
rights of the Trust and beneficiaries when appropriate. The most 
recent meeting, on July 1, 2020, was a briefing on the 2020 Ocean 
Resources Management Plan (ORMP) for the Council on Ocean Resources 
(COR). The Council is responsible for 1) setting Partnership 
priorities and 2) providing leadership and direction to the 
Coordinating Working Group on implementing the ORMP. The State Office 
of Planning, Coastal Zone Management Program (OP-CZM) staff presented 
the 2020 ORMP, which was adopted in August 2020, and discussed Focus 
Area implementation status. 
 
2020 ORMP Update 
 
 OP-CZM completed the planning process for the 2020 ORMP Update 
in August of 2020. The ORMP includes county, state, and federal 
stakeholders who implement public projects and programs related to 
the ocean and shoreline. However, its focus is actually mauka a makai 
because the entire state lies within the Coastal Zone Management Area 
(CZMP). DHHL is considered a “soft partner” and the Planning Office 
participated throughout the update process. In its comments, DHHL 
emphasized the importance of incorporating Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge in the management of coastal and ocean resources. See 
Exhibit A, “What Western Society Can Learn From Indigenous 
Communities”.  
 
 The 2020 ORMP has three main areas of focus: Focus Area I is 
“Development and Coastal Hazards,” Focus Area II is “Land Based 
Pollution,” and Focus Area III is “Marine Ecosystems.” DHHL is on the 
Action Teams for Focus Areas I and II and will be actively 
participating in the implementation of the goals of these focus areas 
over the next five years.   
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County-level Planning Activities 
  
 The DHHL Planning Office has been tracking and/or participating 
in County climate change adaptation and community resilience planning 
efforts, both separately and through the comprehensive planning 
process, as time and workload permits. In the last two years, the 
main focus has been on following the activities of the Honolulu 
Climate Commission. It is hoped that with additional staffing, the 
Planning Office will be able to monitor the climate change-related 
activities of all the counties.  
 
Honolulu City & County 
 
 The City and County of Honolulu’s Office of Climate Change, 
Sustainability and Resiliency (CCSR), established by City Charter in 
2016, completed its Climate Action Plan (CAP) in 2020. A Climate 
Action Plan is a community-specific strategy to combat climate change 
and eliminate fossil fuel emissions — the root cause of global 
warming. A CAP lays out a detailed list of programs, policies, and 
actions that a community must take to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions over a period of several years. DHHL was consulted and the 
Planning Office provided input into the CAP. The CAP can be 
downloaded here: resilientoahu.org/climate-action-plan 
 
 Planning Office staff has also been regularly attending meetings 
of the Honolulu Climate Commission. The Commission has been producing 
guidance based on the latest scientific information and best 
practices, due to its composition of mainly UH-Mānoa faculty. The 
State Climate Commission regularly incorporates this guidance into 
its own policies and recommendations. Over the last two years, the 
Commission has been tackling multiple subject areas and has approved 
guidance on Climate Change and Social Equity (DHHL provided 
substantial input here), Climate Change and Financial Risk Guidance, 
One Water for Climate Resiliency White Paper, and Shoreline Setback 
Guidance. To download these papers, go to: resilientoahu.org/climate-
change-commission/#guidance   
  
Kaua‘i, Maui and Hawai‘i Counties 
 
 The main avenue for tracking the climate change, sea level rise 
and resiliency activities of the other Counties in the last two years 
has been via the State Climate Commission and the Ocean Resources 
Management meetings. During those meetings, County representatives 
report out on their activities since the last meeting. All of the 
Counties have been very active in their efforts to implement State 
legislation and State Climate Commission guidance, often with the 
assistance of Sea Grant, UH researchers and non-governmental 
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organizations. The Planning Office will continue to try to monitor, 
participate in, and facilitate the participation of beneficiaries in 
these efforts as time permits. 
 
Relationship to Existing DHHL Plans 

 
The Planning Office is now looking at all plans and programs 

with a climate change lens and will be initiating plan updates over 
the next few years to incorporate this new policy direction.  
 
DHHL General Plan -- Update 
 
 The Planning Office initiated an update to the DHHL General Plan 
in 2020. Community resilience planning, adaptation to climate change 
and sea level rise, and disaster preparedness will be topics explored 
with beneficiaries. A white paper on Climate Change is currently 
being prepared by the consultants with input from Planning Office 
staff. 
  
Island Plans and Regional Plans 
 

No additional updates to Island Plans have occurred in the last 
two years. The Planning Office will incorporate best practices in 
integrated coastal zone management, community resilience, disaster 
preparedness, vulnerability analysis and hazard mitigation planning 
in future Island Plan updates.  
 
Regional Plans 
 
 Beneficiary outreach for the most recent Regional Plan updates 
has identified homestead community concerns about lack of emergency 
shelters, drainage and flooding, climate change and shoreline 
erosion, and overall disaster preparedness and response strategies. 
The DHHL Planning Office will continue to support the exploration of 
climate change and sea level rise mitigation and adaptation 
strategies, disaster preparedness and community resilience planning 
through the Regional Plan update process.   
 
DHHL Water Policy Plan 
 
 The Planning Office continues to work in the area of affirming 
DHHL’s rights to water as well as climate change-related areas such 
as watershed protection and restoration. The Water Use Permit 
Application (WUPA) for the Kualapu‘u Aquifer on Molokai, to be heard 
in July at the Commission on Water Resources Management, incorporated 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) to try to raise the bar for 
sustainability and protection of traditional and customary practices 
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while providing adequate water for the current and future needs of 
DHHL beneficiaries on Molokai. 
   
DHHL Energy Policy - Ho‘omaluō 
 
 The DHHL Planning Office and the Land Management Division have 
been pursuing opportunities for Community-based Renewable Energy 
(CBRE) projects on Hawaiian Home Lands. In addition, DHHL has been in 
preliminary discussions with Honolulu Office of Climate Change, 
Sustainability and Resilience on the potential for low-cost rooftop 
solar installations for DHHL beneficiaries.   
 
Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Review of Projects Near the Shoreline   
 
 The Planning Office continues to provide ongoing environmental 
review and planning technical assistance to the line agencies (LMD, 
LDD, HSD), the District Offices, homestead associations and 
beneficiaries regarding important environmental, cultural and natural 
resource issues in homestead communities. 
 
 
Next Steps 
  
 Continue to work on an integrated policy framework via the 

General Plan update process, then implement climate change-
related policies via the Island Plan updates.  

 Continue to work on a more coordinated approach to DHHL 
representation and involvement in various disaster preparedness 
and community resilience planning processes, policies, and 
implementation activities at the federal, state and county 
levels. 

 Schedule cross-training on climate change and community 
resilience planning within the Planning Office for land use and 
environmental planners 

 Continue to include considerations of sea level rise, climate 
change and hazard vulnerability in the criteria for evaluating 
land exchanges and acquisitions  

 Conduct a workshop for the Commission in late 2021 to generate 
recommendations and direction on prioritization of DHHL efforts 
for the above 

 Conduct Community Resilience Planning workshops in 2022 for 
homestead communities interested in developing Community 
Resilience Plans. 

 Future joint submittal to the HHC regarding federal 
Environmental Protection Agency and Hawaii Department of Health 
cesspool conversion requirements.  
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 Hawai‘i overall has been playing a major leadership role in 
responding to the challenges posed by climate change, and it has 
really been a team effort on the part of many agencies and 
organizations. The threats posed by climate change and sea level rise 
seem to be bringing Hawai‘i Nei together - ‘A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia 
- No task is too big when done together by all. For more inspiration, 
see Exhibit B, Sustainability Ōlelo No‘eau.            
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
None; for information only. 
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OPINION 
 

GUEST ESSAY 

What Western Society Can Learn      
From Indigenous Communities 

July 10, 2021 
 

 
Maori leaders and members of the Australian Defense Force and the charitable group Haka for Life at a 
service in April in Sydney, Australia, to honor the First Nations People of Australia and Indigenous 
Maori for their contribution to the protection of Australia and New Zealand. Credit...Lisa Maree 
Williams/Getty Images 

By Rachel Cernansky 

Ms. Cernansky is a freelance journalist and the sustainability editor at Vogue Business. She 
writes frequently about the environment and social justice issues. 

Nearly two decades ago, when the New Zealand highway authority was planning the Waikato 
Expressway, people from the Māori tribe Ngāti Naho objected. The highway would encroach on 
an area that, in Māori tradition, was governed by a water-dwelling creature, a taniwha. 

https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion
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The authorities took those concerns into account and rerouted the road to circumvent the area 
in question. As a result, a year later, when the area was hit by a major flood, the road was 
unharmed. 

“I’m still waiting for the headline, ‘Mythical Creature Saves the Taxpayer Millions,’” said Dan 
Hikuroa, a senior lecturer in Māori studies at the University of Auckland and member of the 
Ngāti Maniapoto tribe. He has often wondered if, once the flood hit, the technical team later 
said, “Why didn’t you just say it’s a flood risk area?” 

Like many Indigenous peoples around the world, the Māori have developed their 
understanding of their environment through close observation of the landscape and its 
behaviors over the course of many generations. Now the New Zealand Environmental 
Protection Agency regularly looks for ways to integrate traditional Māori knowledge, or 
mātauranga, into its decision-making. Mr. Hikuroa has been appointed the culture 
commissioner for UNESCO New Zealand, a role he said is centered on integrating Māori 
knowledge into UNESCO’s work. 

Western-trained researchers and governments are increasingly recognizing the wealth of 
knowledge that Indigenous communities have amassed to coexist with and protect their 
environments over hundreds or even thousands of years. Peer-reviewed scientific journals 
have published studies demonstrating that around the world, Indigenous-managed lands have 
far more biodiversity intact than other lands, even those set aside for conservation. 

Embracing Indigenous knowledge, as New Zealand is trying to do, can improve how federal 
governments manage ecosystems and natural resources. It can also deepen Western scientists’ 
understanding of their own research, potentially, by providing alternative perspectives and 
approaches to understanding their field of work. This is ever more urgent, particularly as the 
climate crisis unfolds. “It is Indigenous resilience and worldview that every government, 
country and community can learn from, so that we manage our lands, waters and resources not 
just across budget years, but across generations,” U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland, a 
citizen of the Laguna Pueblo in New Mexico and America’s first Native American cabinet 
secretary, said in remarks to the United Nations. 

Indigenous scholars warn, though, that while traditional knowledge can be used to benefit the 
world, it can also be mishandled or exploited. Dominique David Chavez, a descendant of the 
Arawak Taíno in the Caribbean, and a research fellow at the Native Nations Institute at the 
University of Arizona and the National Science Foundation, says that, as Western scientists, 
“we are trained to go into communities, get that knowledge and go back to our institutions and 
disseminate it in academic journals.” That can be disruptive to traditional knowledge sharing, 
from one generation to another, she says, which should be the priority — ensuring that 
Indigenous knowledge systems are preserved in and supportive of the communities that 
developed them. In Puerto Rico, known by its Indigenous people as Borikén, Ms. Chavez is 
studying ways to restore the connections and traditional knowledge transmission patterns 
between elders and youth. 

Bridging Indigenous and Western science also means respecting the ecosystem of values in 
which the knowledge systems are embedded. For instance, the practice of planting a diversity 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Heather_Bingham/publication/327775581_Quantifying_the_contribution_to_biodiversity_conservation_of_protected_areas_governed_by_indigenous_peoples_and_local_communities/links/5d19f02592851cf4405a5242/Quantifying-the-contribution-to-biodiversity-conservation-of-protected-areas-governed-by-indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities.pdf
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/321935v1.abstract
https://usun.usmission.gov/remarks-by-secretary-of-the-interior-deb-haaland-at-the-un-permanent-forum-on-indigenous-issues/
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of crops and building healthy soil for water retention — today known as “regenerative 
agriculture” — has existed in Indigenous communities around the world throughout history. 
Yet the growing push to adopt regenerative agriculture practices elsewhere is often selective, 
using industrial pesticides, for example, or leaving out the well-being of people who farm the 
land. 

“In Indigenous sciences, it’s not possible to separate the knowledge from the ethics of the 
responsibility for that knowledge — whereas in Western science, we do that all the time,” said 
Robin Wall Kimmerer, the director of the Center for Native Peoples and the Environment at 
the State University of New York in Syracuse and an enrolled member of the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation. The scientific method is designed to be indifferent to morals or values, she 
adds. “Indigenous knowledge puts them back in.” 

Ideally, the shared use of Indigenous knowledge can help mend broken relationships between 
Indigenous and Western communities. 

In upstate New York, Ms. Kimmerer points to sweetgrass, a native plant used for traditional 
basketry. She was approached by a tribe concerned about the decline of the plant and looking 
for a solution. 

Government regulations had already restricted its harvest. “One thing people often think about 
is, is it being overharvested?” Ms. Kimmerer said. She helped to conduct studies that ultimately 
showed that harvesting sweetgrass, following Indigenous protocols, is the very thing that will 
help it to thrive. “If you just leave it alone, it starts to decline.” 
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Violet Lawson, a land owner in Kakadu, Australia, studies her land for the right time to set fires that are 
not too hot but still clear the underlying debris and fuel to prevent larger wildfires. The Australian 
government sees benefits in having Indigenous people look after their lands according to their 
traditional methods. Credit...Matthew Abbott for The New York Times 

For her, that speaks to a core flaw in Western approaches to land management: the belief that 
human interaction is necessarily harmful to ecosystems. “That’s one of the reasons Native 
people were systematically removed from what are today’s national parks, because of this idea 
that people and nature can’t coexist in a good way.” But Indigenous knowledge, Ms. Kimmerer 
said, is really all about, ‘Oh yes we can, and we cultivate practices for how that is possible,’” she 
said. 

While combating wildfires last year, Australian authorities turned to Aboriginal practices. 
While researchers have connected the severity of the fires to climate change, Ms. Kimmerer 
added that how Australia’s land has been managed in the modern era may have also played a 
role. Aboriginal people had “been managing that land in a fire landscape for millenniums, ” she 
said. “The fact that Indigenous science has been ignored is a contributing factor to the fires 
there.” 

As the world increasingly recognizes the accomplishments of many Indigenous communities 
that successfully coexist with ecosystems, there is much for Western society to learn. 

“We have this notion that Western science is the pathway to truth. We don’t really even 
entertain the possibility that it could come from somewhere else,” said Ms. Kimmerer. 
“Resource managers, land managers need to understand that there are multiple ways of 
knowing.” 

Rachel Cernansky is a freelance journalist and the sustainability editor at Vogue Business. 
She writes frequently about the environment and social justice issues. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/world/australia/aboriginal-fire-management.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/11/climate/nature-conservation-30-percent.html


Ōlelo No‘eau 
Hawaiian Traditional Sayings related to the Environment 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau are beautiful and evocative Hawaiian proverbs and sayings. You can use these 
sayings and observations to enhance information posted and shared with students, 
communication with colleagues, or add to your professional email ‘signature’ etc.. Integrating 
Hawaiian proverbs and poetry raises awareness of Ōlelo Hawai’i and ‘Ōlelo No‘eau, as well as 
cultivates appreciation for the Hawaiian cultural ethos of environmental guardianship. 

Natural Elements 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 405 
Hahai no ka ua i ka ululā'au.  

Rains always follow the forest 

The rains are attracted to forest trees. Knowing this, Hawaiians hewed only the trees 
that were needed.  

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2178 
Mōhala i ka wai ka maka o ka pua 

Unfolded by the water are the faces of flowers. 

Flowers thrive where there is water, as thriving people are found where living conditions 
are good. 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2220 
Na ‘ilina wai ‘ole o Kohala 

The waterless plains of Kohala, where water will not remain long. 

After a downpour, the people look even in the hollows of rocks for the precious water. 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2482 
Ola i ka wai a ka ʻōpua 

There is life in the water from the clouds. 

Rain gives life 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2802 
Ua ka ua, ola ka nohona o ka ʻāina kula 

The rain pours, life comes to the plains 

Responsibilities and Living Sustainably 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 64 
‘Ai a manō, ‘a‘ohe nānā i kumu pali 

When the shark eats, he never troubles to look toward the foot of the cliff. 

Said of a person who eats voraciously with no thought of those who provided the food, 
shows no appreciation for what has been done for him, nor has a care for the morrow. 
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‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 252 
E ‘ai i kekāhi, e kāpī kekāhi 

Eat some, salt some. 

Said to young people: Eat some now and save some for another time. 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 531 
He ali’i ka āina; he kauwā ke kanaka 

The land is chief; man is its servant. 
Land has no need for man, but man needs the land and works it for a livelihood. 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2052 
Mai ho’omāuna i ka ‘ai o huli mai auane‘i o Hāloa e nānā 

Do not be wasteful of food lest Hāloa turn around and stare (at you). 

Do not be wasteful, especially of poi, because it would anger Hāloa, the taro god, who 
would someday let the waster go hungry. 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2829 
Ua ma uke ea o ka ‘āina I ka pono 

The life of the land is preserved in righteousness 

Commitment and Perseverance (apply to a sustainable ethos and changes needed) 

Ōlelo No‘eau # 142 
ʻAʻohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia. 

No task is too big when done together by all. 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau #  323 
E kuahui like i ka hana 

Let everybody pitch in and work together 

Ōlelo No‘eau #  905 
He po’i na kai uli, kai ko’o,‘a‘ohe hina pūko‘a 

Through the sea be deep and rough, the coral rock remains standing. 

Said of one who remains calm in the face of difficulty 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau #  1924 
Ku pākū ka pali o Nihoa i ka makani 

The cliff of Nihoa stands as a resistance against the wind. 

Said of one who stands bravely in the face of misfortune. 
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‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 1068 
Hoʻokahi ka ʻilau like ʻana. 

Wield the paddles together. 

Work together.  

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2758 
Pūpūkāhi i holomua. 

Unite in order to progress 

Home and Place 

‘Ōlelo No‘eau # 2353 
O’ahu, ka ‘ōnohi o na kai 
O’ahu, gem of the seas 

O’ahu is the principal island of the group 

___________________________ 

Source:  ‘Ōlelo No‘eau: Hawaiian Proverbs & Poetical Sayings, collected translated and 
annotated by Mary Kawena Pukui, Bishop Museum Press, Honolulu, Hawaii,1983 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
 

July 19 – 20, 2021 
 
 
TO:   Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 
Through:  Andrew H. Choy, Acting Planning Program Manager 
 
FROM:  Gigi O. Cairel, Grants Specialist 
 
SUBJECT:  FOR INFORMATION ONLY - Water System 101: 

Technical, Managerial, Financial Capacity 
 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION / ACTION 
 
 None; For information only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Water System owners are responsible to provide access to 
clean and safe drinking water 

for the protection of public health and safety 
 

The Hawaiian Homes Commission (HHC) and the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) own and operate four (4) water 
systems throughout the state. This submittal provides a report 
on DHHL progress made in addressing the Technical, Managerial, 
Financial Capacity (TMF) capacity objectives for the DHHL Water 
systems statewide and as required by the US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) funding conditions for the DHHL water system 
major capital improvement projects in Ho‘olehua and Anahola. 
 

Table 1 
DHHL Water Systems Statewide 

 
DHHL Water System Service Area 

Ho‘olehua Water System, Moloka‘i Ho‘olehua, Kalama‘ula 
Anahola Farm Lots Water System, 
Kaua‘i 

Anahola Farm Lots, Bayview 
residential 

Kawaihae Unit #1 Water System, 
Hawai‘i 

Kailapa residential homestead 

Pu‘ukapu Water System, Hawai‘i 
(non-potable) 

Pu‘ukapu pastoral homestead 
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Three (3) out of the four (4) systems meet the definition of a 
Public Water system (PWS), thus are regulated by the Department 
of Health (DOH) for drinking water quality standards. The 
Pu‘ukapu Water System in Waimea is a non-potable water system. 
Currently, DHHL systems meet all federal and state water quality 
standards.  And, each system maintains a “no significant 
deficiencies” status from the most-recent DOH sanitary surveys 
(inspections). DHHL personnel directly operate the Ho‘olehua 
Water System. Operations for all others are contracted out to 
private entities.  The Ho‘olehua system is the only DHHL-owned 
system that serves beneficiaries, non-beneficiaries, and the 
general public – Moloka‘i airport, US Post Office, schools, 
churches, businesses.  
 
• Total number of water hook-ups:  916 

o Ho‘olehua – 644 total consisting of 586 beneficiaries and 
58 non-beneficiaries/commercial accounts 

o Anahola – 78 beneficiaries, plus one emergency connection 
to Kauai County Department of Water 

o Kawaihae – total of 152 beneficiaries 
o Pu‘ukapu – total of 42 beneficiaries 

 
• Total beneficiary population served: 3,480 (approximately) 
 

Table 2 
Fiscal Year 2018 Costs, Revenue, Subsidy 

 
  
Total Operating and Maintenance Costs 
(excluding payroll costs) 

$1,300,000 

Total Capital Improvement Project Costs $1,300,000 
Total Costs in FY 2018 $2,600,000 

Water Billing Revenue (from customer rates) $690,000 
Total Trust Subsidy $1,910,000 
 
 
These figures do not include funding for reserve accounts such 
as for emergencies and capital improvement projects. Note that 
the USDA funding conditions for the current Ho‘olehua and 
Anahola water system improvements projects require DHHL to 
maintain reserves for short-lived assets and debt service. DHHL 
will need to consider factoring in reserve funds in the overall 
Water System budgets, which will increase the overall Trust 
subsidy. 
 
 More than 97% of the nation’s Public Water Systems are 
small systems, meaning they serve 10,000 or fewer people.  DHHL 
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systems are considered very small by industry standards.  Small 
systems face unique financial and operational challenges in 
consistently providing drinking water that meets US 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and DOH quality 
standards and requirements. 
 
The most common challenges for small water systems are: 

• With a small customer base, small water systems struggle to 
financially break even while keeping customer water rates 
affordable. 

• Another challenge for small systems is recruiting and 
retaining qualified certified operators and professionals 
to manage and operate the system. 

• Small systems rely heavily on informal “mutual aid” 
agreements with neighboring jurisdictions such as share 
equipment. 

 
One of the requirements from USEPA is that all water systems – 
large and small – must demonstrate Technical, Managerial and 
Financial Capacity or “TMF” to manage and operate the system on 
a sound business plan.  TMF Capacity enables water systems to 
have the capabilities to consistently provide safe drinking 
water to the public.  Federal funders such as USDA require that 
the governing board of water systems “possess the necessary TMF 
capacity skills . . . it is recommended members receive training 
within one year of appointment and a refresher training for all 
governing members on a routine basis.”  In 2016 and 2018, DHHL 
applied for and was awarded over $30 million in USDA funds for 
the following water system improvements projects:  Ho‘olehua 
Water System (PWS 230), Moloka‘i; Anahola Farm Lots Water System 
(PWS 432), Kaua‘i; and La‘i ‘Opua Village 4 Hema Water (County 
PWS 131) /sewer/storm drain, Hawai‘i.  DHHL’s last TMF training 
for the HHC was held at the January 2020 HHC regularly scheduled 
meeting.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

At the January 2020 regularly scheduled HHC meeting, a two-
year work plan was presented to establish objectives for DHHL to 
achieve. Some objectives were met and others were not, 
particularly on staffing matters. A more detailed report on the 
full objectives and status is attached as Exhibit A. Below are 
highlights and updates since the last report in January 2020. 
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TECHNICAL CAPACITY 

Water systems are required to have properly licensed and 
DOH-certified operators (24/7) to operate and maintain the 
system so that it delivers safe, clean drinking water to 
customers. This includes maintaining all system components 
properly and in compliance with federal and state safe drinking 
water standards – from source to storage, treatment and 
distribution. Further, the system should have no “significant 
deficiencies” as determined by DOH. 
 

Table 3 
Current Operators for each DHHL Water System 

 
DHHL Water 

System 
DOH Required 
Operator 

Certification 
Level 

Operated by 

Ho‘olehua, 
Moloka‘i 

Distribution 
System Operator 
Level 2 

DHHL personnel 

Anahola, 
Kaua‘i 

Distribution 
System Operator 
Level 1 

Contractor – Aqua 
Engineers, Inc. 

Kawaihae, 
Hawai‘i 

Distribution 
System Operator 
Level 1 

Contractor – Pural 
Water Specialty Co. 

Pu‘ukapu, 
Hawai‘i 
(non-potable) 

N/A Contractor – Pural 
Water Specialty Co. 

 
 
Updates since January 2020 

• The State Commission on Water Resources Management (CWRM) 
accepted DHHL’s Water Use Permit Application to increase 
DHHL’s water pumping allocation for the Ho‘olehua water 
system. DHHL is awaiting the final decision from CWRM. 

• DHHL successfully completed the new annual State-required 
Water Audit for calendar years 2019 and 2020. (Per Act 169, 
State Legislature of Hawaii, 2016) 

• To support the DHHL Moloka‘i water operators, DHHL has an 
on-call contracted operator, through DHHL’s existing 
maintenance contract with Pacific Electro Mechanical, Inc. 
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• DHHL continues to face staffing challenges, including the 
following. 

o Recruiting personnel with expertise to consistently 
manage and provide guidance to DHHL water system 
personnel and the contracted operators, statewide. 

o Filling vacancies such as the Water System Supervisor 
and Water Resources Specialist positions. 

o Increasing staff time to 100% dedicated to water 
system operations. 

o Adding two (2) new operator positions, as recommended 
by DOH in 2018. Given the size and complexity of the 
DHHL Ho‘olehua water system, DOH recommends a total of 
four (4) full-time operators. 

 
MANAGERIAL CAPACITY 

Typically, water systems have a manager to provide overall 
leadership and oversight of the water systems, make major 
decisions, and report to the governing body – similar to a 
department director for a County Water Department.   The water 
manager oversees and manages all aspects of the water systems. 
Typical duties include hires and supervises personnel; oversees 
system operators; handles procurement/contracting; prepares the 
overall budget for each water system; engages in long-range 
planning, including major CIP; maintains asset inventory; and 
handles customer service. 
 
DHHL continues to operate in a highly de-centralized structure – 
involving at least three divisions and three district offices.  
None of these divisions have staff dedicated 100% time to the 
DHHL water systems. This has resulted in inconsistent procedures 
across the DHHL water systems statewide, inefficiencies, and 
lack of accountability and transparency. 
 
Updates since January 2020 

• An Acting Water Branch team was formed in March 2021 and 
meets monthly.  The Team consists of representatives from 
the various divisions that manage and operate the DHHL 
water systems. 

• Construction for the Ho‘olehua and Anahola water system 
improvements projects began. These projects are funded by 
Trust and USDA federal funds. 

• The new Water Administrative Rules became effective as of 
June 2021. The first phase to implement the rules is to 
focus on procedures and workflow process to address water 
bill delinquencies and enforcement.  
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• For Fiscal Year 2022, HHC approved a budget for DHHL to 
engage in Long Term Operations and Maintenance Planning, 
particularly for the Ho‘olehua water system. This is good 
timing, given the major CIP in progress. 

 
FINANCIAL CAPACITY 

Financial Capacity has to do with sound fiscal 
responsibility including budgeting; tracking expenses; preparing 
cost analysis and rate setting studies; customer water billings 
and collections; preparing financial statements; federal grants 
management, reporting and compliance. 
 
Updates since January 2020 

• For the USDA funds, DHHL achieved its first milestone, 
which was to fully expend the DHHL applicant contribution 
of $3.7 million for the Anahola Farm Lots Water System 
improvements project. CIP expenses moving forward will be 
reimbursed by USDA federal funds. For Ho‘olehua, DHHL 
projects reaching a similar milestone in nine (9) months. 

• The new Water Administrative Rules became effective as of 
June 2021. The priority phase for implementation will be to 
address water bill delinquencies. 

• The Cost of Water Service Analysis for Fiscal Years 2017 
and 2018 are currently underway. Expected to be completed 
by October 2021. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 None. This is for information only. 
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Exhibit A 
 

Progress Report 
Technical, Managerial and Financial Capacity for 

Managing the DHHL Water Systems 
 

Work Plan Period: January 2020 – December 2021 
 
 
Capacity 

Area 
Objectives Status 

Technical • Satisfactorily address DOH 
recommendations from the DOH Sanitary 
Surveys, including the addition of two 
operators for the Ho‘olehua system. 

• Incrementally increase DHHL operator 
time to at least 50% on water system 
operations, with the goal of reaching 
100% time within four years. 

• Recruit personnel with experience, 
expertise and appropriate skill level 
to continue the functions of overseeing 
all four DHHL water system operations 
statewide – both DHHL operators and 
contracted operators. 

• Complete the water audits, per new 
State Rules. 

• DHHL staffing matters on HOLD. 
• State required annual water audits 

for CY 2019 and CY 2020 completed. 

Managerial • Establish new Water Branch, includes 
increase staff with appropriate skills 
and expertise. 

• In lieu of the branch, formally 
establish an interim core team to be 
led by the Office of the Chair. This 
“core team” would be responsible to 
oversee all TMF capacity areas. 

• Acting Water Branch Team 
established, March 2021. Creation 
of new formal Water Branch on HOLD. 

• New Water Admin Rules became 
effective June 2021. 

• Construction began for the USDA RD-
funded projects. Ho‘olehua started 
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• Create an internal communications and 
work coordination protocol. 

• Conduct public hearings and secure 
Governor approval on Water Admin Rules. 

• Start construction on the USDA RD-
funded projects. 

• Improve internal planning and 
coordination on future water system 
projects serving homesteads. 

• Customer education on DHHL water 
systems. 

January 2020. Anahola Phase 1 is 
near completion. 

Financial • Complete Cost of Service and Rate 
Analysis studies. 

• Conduct orientation and training for 
staff – data entry and subject matter 
staff – on water system budgeting and 
expense tracking. 

• Produce financial reports for each 
water system. 

• Research new water billing software 
• Develop strategy, including 

communications, to address water bill 
delinquencies. 

• Successfully utilize and manage the 
USDA RD federal funds. 

• Cost of Water Service Analysis for 
FY 2017 and FY 2018 currently 
underway. Expected to be completed 
by October 2021. 

• Reached first milestone with the 
USDA-funded Anahola project by full 
spend down of the DHHL applicant 
contribution of $3.7 million. CIP 
expenses moving forward can now be 
reimbursed by USDA. 
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STATE OF HAWAIʻI 
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION MEETING/WORKSHOP AGENDA 
Monday, July 19, 2021 

J AGENDA INDEX 

J-1 Kaleo Cullen - Kahikinui
J-2 Cora Schnackenberg -  Ualapue Homestead Association
J-3 Lani Olsen-Chong – Successorship Transfer
J-4 Jamie Hazen – Keaulana Ave, Nānākuli, Oahu
J-5 April Wana – Puukapu and Honoka’ia Pastoral Lots
J-6 Germaine Meyers – Community Concerns
J-7 Donna Sterling – Kahikinui
J-8 Lana Gambill-Aiona – Land Use Kawaihae
J-9 Vania Kanamu – Kahikinui Ungulate Management
J-10 Darius Kila – Nānākuli Board Member



KA ‘OHANA O KAHIKINUI, INC. 
Federal ID: 99-0324040 

HC1 Box 961, Kula, Hawaii 96790 

June 27, 2021 

Randy Awo 
Hawaiian Homes Commission 

Re: Kahikinui Ungulate Management 

Aloha Randy, 

I’m writing in response to testimony given by Donna Sterling at the last HHC meeting. 
Having not been present, it is my understanding that Donna presented a petition signed 
by Kahikinui individuals opposing a plan by HHC to partner with DOFAW and DLNR in 
the ungulate management within the Moku of Kahikinui. As you know, the current 
ungulate over population not only threatens reforestation efforts of Leeward Haleakala 
Watershed Restoration Project but has also become a safety issue for the Kahikinui 
Homestead Community.  

As part of Ka Ohana O Kahikinui’s mission in “the conservation and reforestation of 
Hawaiian land” the KOOK board supports the partnering with DOFAW and DLNR in 
assisting with ungulate management including aerial shooting if absolutely necessary. 

However, prior to proceeding with DOFAW and DLNR, we ask the HHC also consider 
homestead community participation with ungulate removal by allowing lessees to engage 
in organized hunting as was done with KGLMO in the past. Basically, replacing 
KGLMO with lessees under a program organized by KOOK. For your information, such 
a program already exist where lessees are allowed makai fishing privileges for 
participation in community work days. Rules to include ungulate management would still 
need to be created but it can be done. In my opinion, such a program would significantly 
reduce community opposition to HHC’s plan. 

In either case, I have discussed the above with all the KOOK board members and the 
majority are in support of HHC’s ungulate management plan. Ultimately, it’s HHC’s 
decision anyway. 

Mahalo, 

Francis K. Cullen 
President – Ka ‘Ohana O Kahikinui, Inc. 
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Kahikinui Kuleana Support Plan &
Lokahi Team
06/02/2021

OVERVIEW AND INTENT

To assist the Kahikinui community in necessary actions including but not limited to; homestead

projects, safety plans, ungulant removal, educational seminars, fire safety and other urgent

needs. To collectively share in the kuleana of Kahikinui with our skilled Lokahi Team members

willing and able to provide necessary help all while bringing the community together with

compromise, support and communication.

Obsticles

● Divided community

● Uneffective communication between lessees

● Ungulant (mostly cattle) infestation of homestead

● Lack of community involvement and resources

● Unfinished homestead projects

Solutions

Kahikinui lessees and homesteaders have put together a team of hardworking and skillful

volunteers; The Lokahi Team.

The main focus of the Lokahi Team, first and formost, is to unify the community. They will do this

by community outreach, project assistance, homestead/fire break road maintenance and

educational seminars. The Lokahi Team member count is 25 and growing.



Community Outreach

1. Interview and establish communication with Kupuna Homesteaders

1.1. A Kahikinui Community Survey has been produced for Lokahi Team members to

utilize when community contact has been made. (see attached)

2. Establish point of contact

2.1. Establish a phone number and email where community members can share their

or their homestead needs.

2.2. These kaheas will be put into a database/checklist. A member of the Lokahi Team

will contact the homesteader with confirmation of their request within 48hours.

2.3. Requests will be reviewed and assessed by the Lokahi Team and experts

depending on supplies needed, dates and times, labors, urgency etc…..

2.4. Once correspondence is established a plan of action will be put forth and carried

out upon the homesteader’s approval.

2.5. Community public areas that need development or assistance will need approval

from community members before work is carried out.

3. Community utilizing resources

3.1. We ask that the whole community participate in the sharing of resources.

3.2. A kahea list of supplies and expertise will be updated monthly and given to all

homesteaders, beneficiaries, waitlisters, and association members.

3.3. Other outside individuals willing to help, may be called for expert opinions or

supplies.

4. Safety and protocall- Lokahi team

4.1. The Lokahi Team, along with the homesteader will establish a plan of action

4.2. A Plan of Action form will be distributed to all lessees prior the start date

4.2.1. Plan of Action form will contain the time, date, lot number, location, and

brief description of the project.

4.3. Members/Volunteers, work hours and progress will be recorded for data

purposes.

4.4. The Lokahi Team will be responsible for issuing safety and protocall guidelines to

all involved in the project.

4.5. Communication to ensure safety

4.5.1. We ask that the community listen and show empathy to the homesteaders

that partake and utilize this resource.

4.5.2. Communication and transparency is essential for the safety of everyone in

the homestead.



4.5.3. If a project involves ungulant removal, we would like to ensure everyones

safety by not only informing the community prior to the project date but

also posting the project and its location and surrounding locations (visual)

on the bulletin board (Kahikinui bus stop).

4.5.3.1. The Lokahi Team will utilize the expertise of Levi Rita and Roland

Kehano, when providing a solution for ungulant removal.

4.5.3.1.1. Levi and Roland will point the team in the right direction for

the future in how Kahikinui can manage the cattle for

sustainability.

4.5.3.2. Details of the action plan may change as we cannot predict animal

behavior, therefore it is extremely important for the surrounding

homesteaders to take certain precautions whatever they might be.

4.5.3.3. Flags can also be used to ensure project locations and zones.

4.5.3.3.1. Other actions could involve building fence lines, creating

baiting areas etc…..

5. Monthly summaries

5.1. The Lokahi Team would like to keep the community informed by providing

monthly updates.

5.2. Whether it be through email or part of an association meeting agenda, we would

like to update the community with new supplies that are needed and projects that

have been accomplished etc.

Fire Safety

Volunteers of the Lokahi Team will conduct “work days” which will include cleaning and

maintaining existing fire break roads throughout the homestead.

Education

‘A‘ohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hälau ho‘okahi All wisdom is not taught in your school

The more we learn about Kahikinui, the more proud we are to take care and call this place
home.

1. The Lokahi Team would like to create educational seminars where all are welcome to
learn from expert speakers.

2. Some suggestions for presentations: Archeaological sites, forestry, Firewise, endemic
plants, insects and birds, cultural protocols….. (open to any suggestions)



Goals

● Safely and effectively assist the Kahikinui Community needs

● Use honest communication and transparency when conducting a plan of action

● Work together with the associations, so that the community will utilize the resources

offered through the Kahikinui Kuleana Support Plan

● Bring the community closer by producing educational seminars with guest speakers

● Community involvement by sharing supplies, resources and ideas in order to solve

homestead problems

● Work to create a “blueprint” for a sustainable Kahikinui that can manage itself through

cooperation, for future generations

Funding

The Lokahi Team will opperate through volenteering, supply/material donations and sharing,

expert advice, and community mana`o. Kahikinui lessess will not pay a fee for recieving

assistance.

Location

The Lokahi Team will be ready to assist the Kahikinui Community within the homestead boundries

starting from the Pi`ilani Highway up to the last lot. We also would like to have access to Hale Pili,

and Helekunihi for fire break road maintanence, and educational/cultural projects.

***This Proposal is subject to change as more Kahikinui community members become aware of

this plan and share their ideas.



Kahikinui Unglant Removal Proposal

Introduction

Levi Rita alongside Roland Kehano submits this proposal, in response to the Kahikinui
Homestead, to gather and remove the feral cattle and goats on the upside forest and
homestead of the Kahikinui Mountain range.

The strength of this proposal will be centered around the skills that are unique to Levi
and Roland’s ability.  They will listen and come up with innovative solutions to solve
problems in the community. Their compassion and sensitivity to animal welfare, and
willingness to dedicate long hours to complete projects in this manner will be very
impressive.

Levi Rita’s skills and expertise are not only in cattle management but in land
management. His knowledge of the ‘āina, it’s changing climate and knowing how to
ranch in mountainous areas will be a benefit to this project.

Roland Kehano has worked on the Haleakala Ranch for the past 28 years. His knowledge
of the mountain, layout of the land, and Maui’s Haleakalā terrain is especially important
inorder to navigate and work toward removing the feral cattle and goats.

With the combination of these two experienced cowboys, the Kahikinui Forest will be
cleared of any ungulants to prepare the ‘āina for restoration and use by the lessees.  This
project will be successful because this is a community driven plan to come together and
to work as one.

Plan

Gather feral cattle and goats that exist on the Kahikinui land and work with all members
of the community. Through this plan, Levi and Roland will start with the forest (pending on
ROE) and then work our way down the mountain slope toward the Kahikinui homestead.

● 100% Removal of the cattle, goats that exist in the fenced in areas
● 100% Removal of cattle and goats from the residential community
● Work with the community to manage and downsize the population of feral cattle

and goats outside of the community
● Levi Rita will submit a Certificate of Insurance to the DHHL as an additional

coverage option during the removal of cattle and goats



Trapping Method

● Drive cattle and goats to traps by using the existing fences.  Where there are
holes in the fence, traps will be set up below the DLNR fenceline.

● The traps will range in size to hold between 50-100 head of cattle and goats at a
time.

● Wing fences will be built to help drive cattle towards the panel traps.
● There will also be water traps built, to bring the cattle and goats to the panel traps.
● In some cases, where cattle and goats are hard to trap, ungulants will be roped

and relocated to the panel traps.
● Once cattle are inside the panel trap, the cattle will be documented,

photographed, and inspected for records. Then the cattle will be herded onto a
trailer to be transported off site.

Timeline

● Once this plan is approved, an estimated 5 working days will be needed to build
traps, wing fences, and install gates for traps.

● The estimated timeline to drive cattle and goats into traps from the 3,500 acres of
forest perimeter will take 120 working days to reach completion. This estimate will
provide 100% removal of cattle and goats from the forest area.

● Request of DHHL and DLNR to close all existing fences and gates where traps do
not exist, in order to prevent cattle and goats from returning to the forest while the
removal work is in process.

Cattle Distribution

● During the project, some cattle and goats will be delivered to the lessee for
personal use. Distribution will be 20% of cattle and goats trapped monthly.

● As the numbers of cattle decrease during the project, the distribution percentage
will be lessened as less ungulants will be available.

Payment

Monatary payments will depend on the negotiations and legal process of involved party’s
of Kahikinui when desired.

Start Date

Once a Right of Entry (ROE) is provided and community members agree on the proposed
plan, Levi Rita and Roland Kehano will start immediately.

Levi and Roland look forward to working with all Kahikinui community members
during this project and thank you for giving them the opportunity to help and restore
the land.



Lokahi Team

Kahikinui Community Survey

Lokahi Team Member Name - _____________________________

Contact made by -       Phone □      email □     In-person □

The Lokahi Team was formed with the intention of helping the Kahikinui Homestead community.
From supplying Kupuna with necessary items/supplies, to big homestead projects, the Lokahi Team

is able to review and assess any problem or need, then organize a plan of action.
The Lokahi Team will run its operation on donations, and volunteers and do not require lessees to

pay a fee in order to utilize this resource.

Date - ___________________

Name - _________________________________________________ Lot# - _________

Mailing Address - _________________________________________________________________

Phone # - ____________________________ email - _____________________________________

Are you a full-time resident of Kahikinui? □Yes □No

If you answered No, how often do you frequent Kahikinui? ______/wk. mo. yr.

Tell us about yourself and what Kahikinui means to you.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

What are some specific problems you and your `ohana face in Kahikinui?(List all that come to mind)

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

You may use the back of this form if more space is needed



How can we help?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Would you support the Lokahi Team in their efforts to assist the community with homestead projects,

sharing of resources, ungulant removal, fire safety, education, and or anyother urgent issues in the

homestead? □Yes □No

Do you have `ohana members or friends that are also willing to help? □Yes □No

If you answered Yes, could the Lokahi Team contact them? □Yes □No

Name - ___________________________________ Phone - ________________________

email - ____________________________________

What would you like to learn about Kahikinui?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

What would you like to see in the future?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

The Lokahi Team would like to use this survey for resource sharing, project action, educational seminar

topics, Association meeting outreach, and DHHL testimony.

I give consent to the Lokahi Team to use this survey to all mentioned above and to better help the

community? □Yes □No

Signature - ___________________________________________ Date - _____________
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Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W

From: dhhl.icro1@hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 3:57 PM
To: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W
Subject: New submission from Submit Testimony (J-Agenda and Agendized Items)

Name  

Cora Schnackenberg  

Email  

cora.schnackenberg@yahoo.com  

Subject  

Request to be on the J-Agenda  

Message  

My written testimony on Agenda will be submitted as well. 
Mahalo, 
Cora  
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Lorraine “Lani” A. Olsen-Chong 
P. O. Box 783 

Kamuela, Hawaii 96743 
Email: olsenchong@gmail.com 

Phone: (808) 936-0670 

July 8, 2021 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 

RE: SUCCESSORSHIP TRANSFER 
DHHL LEASE NO. 2679-A LOT NO. 64 KUHIO VILLAGE, WAIMEA HI 

Aloha Commissioners: 

Mahalo for your time, allowing me to offer this testimony regarding the above-mentioned 
Successorship Transfer. 

My Granddaughter, Emrie L. Chong and I are the designated successors to this lease.  We are 
excited and anxious to take possession of this property and humbly ask for your assistance in 
asking DHHL to expedite the transfer process. 

Emrie’s children are of school age and we hope to avoid having them enroll in school in East 
Hawaii then have to uproot them to transfer to school in West Hawaii.  Neither of us planned 
on being in this situation yet here we are. 

My husband, Alvin E. Chong, Sr. has been deceased since September, 2016.  The Primary 
Successor, his son, Alvin E. Chong, Jr. has been deceased since April 1, 2021.  Here we are, 
nearly 5 years later in a situation where we, as the “alternate successors” are now in place to 
receive the title to the above-mentioned lease. 

Commissioners, all we ask is that this process be expedited for the benefit of our Keiki.  Under 
the circumstances, would there be any good reason for the transfer to be delayed or 
prolonged? 

Emrie and I would like to extend our sincere appreciation for your time to hear our testimony. 

With aloha, 

Lorraine “Lani” A. Olsen-Chong 

J3
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From: dhhl.icro1@hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, July 05, 2021 11:12 AM
To: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W
Subject: New submission from Submit Testimony (J-Agenda and Agendized Items)

Name  

jamie hazen  

Email  

hazenjamie@gmail.com  

Subject  

Request to be on the J-Agenda  

Message  

Aloha All, 
We, the residents of Keaulana Ave., Piliokahi Ave., and Pohakunui Ave., would like to share all the illegal activities that have 
been happening on Keaulana Ave. for over 16+ years. It is a long ongoing battle and even though we feel like we are alone in 
this, we are not going to give up. The letters to DHHL from various residents started back in 2004. We live in fear, frustration, 
depression, and anxiety is always high. There are three properties that have instilled these emotions and reactions into our 
community and most recently, an abandoned property that has been left demolished for going on 2 years or so now. I will briefly 
state the properties and what they are involved in for the past many years, 

89-435 Keaulana Ave, - Heidi Lewis / Caprice Ayau
drugs, game room, prostitution, chop shop, harboring fugitives/criminals, human trafficking, stolen vehicles, robberies upon
neighbors from people living with her, gun violence (multiple times), gang fights that spill into the street from her property and
then into neighbors yards while jumping fences to hide.

89-436 Keaulana Ave. - Rob Swan (deceased - no named successor)
drugs, chop shop, housed game room employees, human trafficking (seen by neighbors, HPD checked but stated Rob said no
one in home), gang fights with knives, machetes, bats, rocks, terroristic threatening to elderly neighbor warning her not to say
anything, harboring criminals, main "hiring" person for chop shop and game room (told by homeless that worked for them and
Danny Kaaha'aina).

89-049 Laumania Ave. - Levy / Delima
drug making, drug dealing, chop shop (main guy that accepts stolen vehicles and boats, next door neighbor hears and sees the
transactions on a daily basis), abandons cars after taking parts and leaves the trashed vehicles right on the street, caused many
years of families getting sick from their meth lab and covering everything in holes when authorities would check, housed and fed
homeless that would watch the entrance to Keaulana from the Laumania side to warn of any authorities in the area. Whistling
method, cell phone method, neighbors even learned the whistle patterns of how they would signal different vehicles
approaching. this property currently still sells drugs and we continuously witness it happening daily and obviously.

89-446 Keaulana Ave. - Kauhane / Noa
abandoned property with demolished structures have been used for homeless to sleep and has been used to dump bodies in
which one person was still alive but mutilated, with fingers cut off and other injuries and he clearly stated the game room at
Heidis was were he lost and they did that to him. The other properties have stolen generators and most of what was left on this
abandoned property.

We know HPD has a lot on their plate and we appreciate them coming out to check things. We also are frustrated, confused and 
tired of being told they can only do so much and DHHL needs to be notified and handle the residents. We are also tired of being 
told that we are one of the worst and at times the worst street in the whole Coast. That is absolutely embarrassing. We have so 
much more to share with you and have also sent over 16 years of letters to DHHL. Please, we ask that you not tell us that Heidi 
stopped her illegal activity like we have been told several times already and if it is alright for her to conduct all these absolute 
horrible illegal acts, then what is your policy for and why is there not a zero tolerance enforcement. If your policy states that you 
can commit a narcotics crime or gambling ring a few times before having a lease cancelled, then please let us know this so we 
can understand why this is allowed.  
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We don't want to take up too much of your time but please allow us to speak about our street and how we have to live and 
survive here. Your time is truly appreciated and please know that we are extremely grateful for our leases as this is a great 
opportunity for generations. These mentioned addressing are taking their opportunity and privilege for granted. There are 
families out there that would not take this opportunity for granted. 16+ years of continuous abuse of property and neighborhood 
is more than enough. These leases need to be cancelled and our neighborhood needs to be free of the fear we live in. You are 
the only ones that can make this change by upholding your policies, please hear us! 

Mahalo, 
Residents of Keaulana Ave. 
Jamie Hazen 
Pualani Jones 
Kapiolani Barber 
Bruno Barber 
Ruby Chai 
Nue Barrett 
Shannon Jones 
James Jones Jr. 
Haszen Hazen 
Kawena Holu 
Ramona Oliveira  
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From: dhhl.icro1@hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 9:24 AM
To: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W
Subject: HCC Contact:

First Name  

April  

Last Name  

Wana  

Email  

mattoswanaohana@aol.com  

Subject  

To all Hawaiian Homes Commissioners  

Message  

Aloha Commission Chair Aila / All Hawaiian Homes Commissoners, 
I/We would like to make a request to have a meeting in person with All you Commissioners & Chair Aila as soon as possible or 
due to COVID-19 a zoom meeting will do just as good. I/We would like to discuss the problems & situations that we have had for 
the past years!!! and other stuffs that we are experiencing on my Lot #8 in Puukapu, Hawaii. I/We would appreciate a quick 
response on when our request can be met. Any questions please call me/us at anytime 808-987-4935 April Cell or 808-895-
8660 Jason Cell  

Mahalo, 
April Wana & Jason Mattos Sr  
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From: dhhl.icro1@hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2021 5:00 AM
To: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W
Subject: New submission from Submit Testimony (J-Agenda and Agendized Items)

Name  

Germaine Meyers  

Email  

808hikino@gmail.com  

Subject  

Request to be on the J-Agenda  

Message  

May I please be included on the J Agenda to discuss my community concerns. Mahalo. 

Germaine Meyers 
Nanakuli Lessee and OHA Beneficiary  
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From: donna sterling <dhelekunihi@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 05, 2021 4:04 PM
To: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Request to be placed on J agenda

Aloha Leah 

For next Dhhl Commissioner mtg 7/19‐20/21 I am requesting to be placed on the J agenda 7/19/21. 

Mahalo Nui 

Donna Sterling 
Lot 41 Nawini Road 
Kahikinui Maui 
Kahikinui Hawaiian Homestead Assn. 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: dhhl.icro1@hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, July 05, 2021 1:31 PM
To: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W
Subject: HCC Contact:

First Name  

Lana  

Last Name  

Gambill-Aiona  

Email  

defender96743@gmail.com  

Subject  

To Commission Secretary  

Message  

Aloha I am interested in presenting a written testimony to commission panel for the July 19 & 20 meeting. This is in regards to 
land use for a church planting at Kawaihae on the Big Island of Hawaii. 
Please direct me on how I can move forward to get on the agenda. Michelle L. Lauro from the DHHL office in Waimea has 
informed me about this hearing/ meeting. 
I appreciate your response. 
Mahalo nui loa, 
Lana Gambill-Aiona 
Alaka’i - International Foursquare Gospel Church  
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From: Vania Kanamu <kuaaina1@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2021 10:40 AMTo: Burrows-Nuuanu, Leatrice W; Kaiaokamalie, Ainoa; Charmaine Day; Malia Benz-Marrs; Malia Benz-

marrs; Desiree Graham; Gerald Hokoana; Randy Awo; Aila Jr, William JSubject: [EXTERNAL] LETTER IN SUPPORT OF UNGULATE MANAGEMENT

Aloha All, 

I was trying to get this out yesterday, but my signal wasn't good enough to get 
this thru, I hope I can still submit 
my  support letter... 

My husband Ray and I , as residents of Kahikinui and a board member support 
DHHL and DOFAW for ungulate management/removal.  The ungulate situation in 
Kahikinui has always been there, but it seems that within the last year, for 
whatever reason has gotten out of control, and has become a nuisance at least, 
and a danger to community at worst during this present time. It being summer 
now, and more families (especially children) that will be running around the mauna 
makes it very concerning for the safety of our community.   

I understand there are some resistance within the community as well, which I 
respect, but our ungulate situation is not like one we've ever had before, and the 
extra help and support that DHHL and DOFAW can provide will give an immediate 
relief within the community, while buying us some time while we work on a long 
term solution within our community.   

Mahalo Nui for hearing our concerns 

With Aloha,
Vania & Raynard Kanamu , Lot # 36

J9



1

From: Darius Kila <dariuskila77@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2021 7:55 PM 
To: Burrows‐Nuuanu, Leatrice W <leatrice.w.burrows‐nuuanu@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DHHL Testimony 

Aloha, 

My name is Darius Kila & I am a board member for the Nānākuli‐Māʻili.  

Commissioner Terruya had given me your email to get on the agenda to speak/provide testimony. 

Could you assist me in how to go about your folks process in this regards? 

Mahalo in advance, 

‐ Darius K. Kila  
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